The Probian
Isolation edition #1
Probus Club of Perth
The cancellation of the April 01 st Probus Perth meeting was, of course, no April
Fool’s joke. Indeed, the world we find ourselves inhabiting these days is far from a
joke, with grim statistics, dire projections and often confusing and contradictory
“advice” all clamouring for our attention.
The Probus Perth Covid-19 team has been able to distill much of this information
into the COVID-19 page on the club website. Members are encouraged to refer to
this valuable and constantly updated resource.
As to the Probian, we have decided to provide content similar to a regular
meeting, but with a twist. A social events update is included, but in lieu of a
member’s personal profile we would like to include member stories about isolation
and social distancing and, rather than hearing from a featured speaker, the plan is
to make recommendations for books, content on streaming services, podcasts and
so on. Photos from past events and trips should help us remember happier times.
In this issue you will find a story from Gary Waterfield, a project from Lori Douglas
and some initial recommendations that I have put together. As Liz mentioned in
her Message from the President, we are looking to you, the members, for stories
and recommendations. Our aim is to offer articles and suggestions covering the
wide range of interests that the many can offer, rather than be limited to the
narrow spectrum of the few. After all, I don’t suppose too many of our members
share my obsession with motorsport, for example!
So, here is the first “Isolation” edition of the Probian. I hope that you enjoy it and
please do provide any feedback to probian@probusperth.ca
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Rob Leonard

A note from the President:
My first duty is to let you know that, as you probably expect, our May meeting is also cancelled.
Despite the disappointment of two missed meetings, I hope you enjoy the connections we can
make via this “Isolation Probian edition #1” and that its suggestions provide a bright moment or
two as we all weather isolation and distancing.
If I was standing before you at a regular meeting I should share a joke. Hopefully, the “Church
Ladies with Computers” item which closes this edition of the Probian will more than make up for
that omission.
In the “What keeps us busy?” category, we have been making masks for the hospital through the
programme outlined later in this issue of the Probian and have found that appies, a glass of
wine and a good chat via Skype or FaceTime is an excellent way to keep up with family and
friends; and you don’t have to clean the house first!
Surprisingly, we have also taken a wonderful relaxing cruise down the Rideau from Manotick to
Ottawa. This was courtesy of the TV Ontario video “Tripping the Rideau”.
The four-hour journey aboard a 1948 Shepherd runabout is captured without commentary, the
only sounds being those of nature, the movement of the boat through the water and a few
words exchanged with lock-keepers. Occasional text presents historic facts about the Rideau.
The video can be found at https://www.tvo.org/video/documentaries/tripping-the-rideau-canal

Social Report:
April 3
Red Dirt Skinners
Cancelled, with no back-up date. Cheques specific to this performance will be destroyed.
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April 30
Welcome to the Rock
7:30 pm on Thursday April 30th, 2020 at the Gallipeau Centre, Smiths Falls is postponed until
October 15th. Ian McDonald was able to secure good seating which will be transferred forward
to the fall show. All purchased tickets will be available for pick-up at our next meeting.
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April 23rd
Dinner Theatre
Studio Theatre is hoping to offer a performance at a later date. If not, you may use your ticket
for another opening night show or add $5 for any other presentation. You are welcome to hold
your ticket until we are able to organize another dinner theatre if you wish.

May 22
Parliament and Tulip Tour
This tour has been replaced by a Parliament and Fall Leaves Tour in September.
Tickets are fully transferable to this new outing. Those wishing to sign-up for this day trip may
do so at our next meeting as 25 seats remain available at this time.
May 27
Spring Fling
This Cornwall event has been cancelled.
June 3
Perth Probus Year-End meeting
If current conditions improve and gatherings resume the meeting will likely be held at the
Legion this year.
June 17th
1000 Island Playhouse.
This year the production is “Back in '59". 50 tickets have been reserved.
Lunch, at 12pm, will be at Muskie Jake’s in the Gananoque Inn, walking distance from the
theatre.
The show starts at 2pm and as it will not finish until shortly before 5pm, individual dinner
reservations at Riva or other restaurants are also feasible.

Members will be sent an e-mail detailing how to order their tickets. $30 each.
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Member projects:

Gary Waterfield’s energetic project.
It is during times of crisis that we find out about ourselves and others. The cancellation of events
around town gave me an insight into what a busy life I lead! I reflected on now what I could do
with my time.
I have been involved in multiple projects including the difficult decision to cancel this year's
Stewart Park Festival. This one may be of interest to fellow Probians.
I have decided to walk on every street in Perth.
As a hiker, a walker, and a cyclist I’ve been on just about every street in our wonderful town. For
my project I studied a map of Perth, plotted out my routes for multiple walks and, as of this
writing have walked through about half of the town.
I have been speaking with fellow walkers and people out cleaning up their properties, of course
at a safe social distance. It is through walking that we discover neighborhoods and get to know
our fellow citizens.
Unfortunately I have also been picking up garbage with gloves on during my walks and bringing
it home for disposal. Why do people litter? Let’s hope this virus ends sooner rather than later. As
I am walking if I see you in your yard let’s talk - at the appropriate social distance of course!

Lori Douglas’ quilt.

Almost a year ago Lori’s dog died. As an isolation project,
she has undertaken to produce a quilt from all the neck
scarves that he wore over his 17 year life.
The photo shows the scarves assembled prior to quilting.
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We look forward to seeing the finished article.

Attention those who sew:
Three doctors from our hospital are spearheading a project to have masks made for the hospital
by members of the community.
Materials and instructions are supplied in kits to make 25 masks. These kits can be delivered to
your home and completed masks picked up, or one can pick up kits and deliver the completed
masks to a drop-off centre near the Shoppers Drug Mart.
If you are interested in helping out, the contact is Beth-Anne Van Noppen at,
covidmasks200@gmail.com

Suggestions:
The following suggestions represent a very small and very personal taste of what can be found
in the massive variety of entertainment and information sources available these days. I submit
them as a kick-off to what I hope can become, through member submissions, a much larger and
more wide-ranging list.

Please do let us know what you have found that could be of interest to other club
members during this difficult time. I will include submissions in future editions of the
Probian, which may now appear at irregular intervals.
Streaming services.
NetFlix:


The English game. (Taking soccer from public schools to the world at large.)



The Two Popes. (The story of the transition from Benedict XVI to Frances.)



Comedians in cars getting coffee. (Jerry Seinfeld takes fellow comedians out for coffee.)



The Spy. (Israeli espionage series.)



The Vietnam War. (Hard hitting PBS series by Ken Burns.)



Broadchurch. (British crime series.)



Monty Python and the Holy Grail. (What can I say?)



Shetland. (Another British crime series.)

The Tunnel. (Bi-lingual crime series. Several seasons.)



Grand Designs. (UK Channel 4 series examining challenging architectural projects.)
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CBC Gem:

Amazon Prime:


Line of Duty. (British crime series. Several seasons.)



James May’s Toy Stories. (Super-sizing traditional, old-fashioned toys.)



The Night Manager. (Series adapted from the John Le Carré book.)



Inside IKEA.



Lord Montagu. (The fascinating story of the controversial British aristocrat.)

Kanopy:


The Great Courses. (In-depth courses covering a multitude of subjects.)



A Year in Burgundy. (Following seven wine-making families through a full year.)

Books:


“21 Lessons for the 21st Century” by Yuval Noah Harari. ( The case for clarity. )



“The Churchill Factor” by Boris Johnson ( Yes, that Boris Johnson. )



“These Desired Things” by Steve Matchett (Beautifully written short stories. )



“The Pigeon Tunnel” by John Le Carré (The author’s own story.)



“The Art of Racing in the Rain” by Garth Stein (A philosopher dog narrates the story.)



“One Summer” by Bill Bryson (Amazing happenings in the American summer of 1927.)

Liz’s suggestions:


“A Gentleman in Moscow” by Amor Towles



“The Gown” by Jennifer Robson



“The German Midwife” by Amanda Robotham







https://www.si.edu/sidedoor
“Smithsonian stories that can’t be found anywhere else.”
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/uncover
Stories exploring True Crime and Justice.
https://www.pri.org/programs/world-words
“About languages and the people who speak them.”
https://brokenrecordpodcast.com/
“Liner notes for the Digital Age.” (Music)
http://timharford.com/articles/cautionarytales/
True stories about mistakes and what we should learn from them.
http://thebikeshow.net/
“The world’s most popular bicycling radio show, rolling since 2004.”
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Podcasts.







https://www.armchair-explorer.com/adventure-travel-podcast
“The world’s greatest adventurers tell their best stories from the road.”
http://revisionisthistory.com/
“Because sometimes the past deserves a second chance.”
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/510308/hidden-brain
Shankar Vedantam uses science and storytelling to reveal the unconscious patterns that
drive human behavior, shape our choices and direct our relationships.
http://wanderwoman.buzzsprout.com/
An audio travel magazine from award-winning travel writer, photographer, broadcaster
and adventurer Phoebe Smith.

Remembering club members who have recently passed on:
We are saddened to learn of the loss of George McClure, a member since 2009.
Our condolences go to his family.
Further details are unknown at this time.

Happier times:
Members are encouraged to submit photographs of past Probus trips for possible inclusion
in future editions of the Isolation Probian.
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October 2019 Prince Edward County.
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2019 Christmas Party.

January 2020 Robbie Burns Dinner & Dance.

Finally, although not new, this list is still a morale raiser!
Church Ladies with computers.
These sentences (with all the bloopers) actually appeared in church bulletins or were announced
in church services.


The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.



The sermon this morning: Jesus Walks on the Water.
The sermon tonight: Searching for Jesus.



Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those things not worth
keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.



Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our community. Smile at someone who is
hard to love. Say “Hell” to someone who doesn't care much about you.



Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help.



Miss Charlene Mason sang “I will not pass this way again”, giving obvious pleasure to the
congregation.



For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery downstairs.



Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir. They need all the help they can get.



Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church. So ends a
A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church hall. Music will follow.



At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be “What Is Hell?” Come early and
listen to our choir practice.
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friendship that began in their school days.



Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new members
and to the deterioration of some older ones.



Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles and other items to be recycled. Proceeds will
be used to cripple children.



The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and gracious
hostility.



Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and medication to follow.



The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may be seen in the
basement on Friday afternoon.



This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing in the park across from the Church.
Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin.



Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning at 10 AM. All ladies are invited to lunch
in the Fellowship Hall after the B. S. is done.



The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the Congregation would lend him their
electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.



Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please use the back door.



The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the church basement
Friday at 7 PM. The congregation is invited to attend this tragedy.



The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new campaign slogan last Sunday: "I
Upped My Pledge - Up Yours."
Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church.
Please use large double door at the side entrance.
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April 2020
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