The Probian
August 2020 edition
Probus Club of Perth

To all members, a welcome to the Summer Probian! We hope you are safe and well
and able to enjoy this hot summer weather!
This edition brings some good news with the planning of some outdoor events,
some news of two of our members and some VERY IMPORTANT business is
included.
For those members who joined since last September and may be unaware, the
September meeting is the Club’s AGM, at which the final slate of Officers is voted
upon, the Financial Report is presented by the treasurer, questions may be put to
him/ her, the Report of the Financial Reviewer is received and the outgoing
President hands over to the new President and his/her new Management team.
Since we are not able to meet face to face in September, you will find the finalised
slate of Officers in this edition together with the club’s Financial Statement and the
Treasurer’s Report.
Please read these sections VERY CAREFULLY!
The September Probian will contain the confirmed Management Team slate,
answers to questions re the Financial Statement or Report and the Report of the
Financial Reviewer. The handover will be completed and the business of our Club
will move on !
Liz Leonard
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President

The welcome return of Social Events
The Perth Probus Social Events Team is looking forward to the gradual return of special events.
Of course we will be working within the parameters of the Ontario Covid Guidelines and those
extended by Probus Provincial.


We will limit our gatherings to fewer than 100 persons at outdoors events.



We will continue to maintain physical distancing of at least two metres with people from
outside of our households or social circles.



We will wear masks when moving amongst people from outside our households or social
circles.



We will bring our own hand sanitizer and wipes to ensure cleanliness.



We will sign in at all events as is required for contact searching.



We will bring a pen for signing in to events, so as to avoid potential cross contamination.

Thursday, August 20th: ( Rain date: TBA )
Picnic and lawn games at Last Duel Park
Probus Perth welcomes you to our first social event since the arrival of Covid-19.
In celebration of this first gathering, the Club will be underwriting the costs of both the park
facilities and the entertainment!
Music will be provided by “The Continentals”, playing between 1 and 2 pm. The gents will gladly
play beyond 2 pm for those who have a special request with a wee tip!!
Please bring your own chairs, a picnic lunch, beverages, sun protection, pen, wipes and sanitizer.
Our limit is set at 100 participants and we expect the spaces to fill quickly!!
Some other details:


It would be appreciated if all parking is at the dock, so as not to block Cole Road.



The Town of Perth is operating per the provincial guidelines, which state a total of no
more than 100 people for an outdoor event and requires physical distancing and for all
COVID protocols to be in place. That means people would have to wear a mask to use
the washrooms. ( It's not a single washroom, there are multiple stalls. )
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Sign up by email, contacting Gail Read at read2read@outlook.com at your earliest
convenience!

Tuesday, September 8th at noon: ( Rain date of Thursday, September 10th )
Lunch at Scheuermann Vineyard and Winery 82 Bedford St., Westport, ON K0G 1X0
We will meet at 12 noon for a pizza and salad lunch.
Wine by the glass or bottle will be available, as will draught craft beer.
There is a good selection of seating under an open tent or an umbrella for small groupings.
Our limit is set at 36 participants!

Sign up by email, contacting Gail Read at read2read@outlook.com at your earliest
convenience!
Wednesday, September 23rd:
Golf at Mapleview Golf & Country Club 2856 Scotchline Road, Perth K7H 3C5
Thanks go to Clive Addy for organising this event, which is open to a total of 16 ladies and
gentleman from Probus Perth. Clive and Gardie Church will take the first tee-off at 10 a.m.
Tee-offs will be at 10 minute intervals for 4 groups of 4.
A “Captain” from each group of 4 is asked to respond as the contact, providing their contact
information and the names of the golfers in their team.

Sign up by email, contacting Gail Read at read2read@outlook.com at your earliest
convenience!
PLEASE NOTE:
All the above events are based upon first come, first registered.
Each household must provide an email and phone contact.
Thursday, October 15th at 7.30pm:
Welcome to the Rock
This show has been CANCELLED.
Members who purchased tickets will receive refund information as soon as we are advised.
Friday December 11th:
Christmas Party at the Civitan Club.
At this point we do not know the parameters for an indoor event based upon Ontario Guidelines

the wearing of masks.
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for December. More planning and information will follow but we are currently limited to 50

Online tours:
With the various restrictions we are currently enduring, visits to Museums and Galleries have
become difficult or impossible. There is help available however, in the form of online virtual
visits.


National Gallery of Canada: https://www.gallery.ca/virtual-ngc



Canadian Museum of History: https://www.historymuseum.ca
Click on “Museum at Home”



Canadian War Museum: https://www.warmuseum.ca
Click on “Museum at Home”

Recognising John Hauraney
When researching the club’s history for our presentation in honour
of Probus Month in March, we became aware that one of our
esteemed 90+ club members, John Hauraney, had played a role in
the birth of the Probus Perth club.
With a view to helping bring about Rotary sponsorship of the Perth
proposal, John introduced close friend, mentor and past District
Governor of Rotary, Hal Passmore, to the group seeking to establish
a Probus Club in Perth. In recognition of this important role in the
establishment of the club and with the agreement of Charter
members celebrated in March, John will be recognised as an
Honorary Charter Member of the club.
Thanks go to all the early members for working to establish and grow the Probus Perth club we
value so highly today.

Johnson Insurance
Probus Canada has passed on a notice from Johnson Insurance regarding the Health, Dental,
and Extra Travel Insurance that many of our members have subscribed to for their insurance
needs. Included is important renewal information for those with coverage.
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The notice can be found at the end of this newsletter.

Management Team for 2020-2021
The proposed slate of the Probus Perth Management Team for 2020/21 was presented in the
June Probian and placed on the Perth Probus Perth website for comment, with a deadline date
of August 1st. We have not received any further nominations for the position of Vice-President.
Probus Canada has advised all clubs that during these difficult and extreme circumstances due
to Covid-19 we have permission to take approaches to the election of the Management Team
that work for our situation and may be at variance with our By-laws. With this in mind, as chair
of the nomination committee and on behalf of the current Management Team, I present to you
the final slate of the 2020/21 Management Team for your acceptance.
Final Slate of Members of the Probus Club of Perth Management Team
For 2020-2021
President: Lois-Anne Brebner
Vice President Nominee: Lori Douglas
Past President: Liz Leonard
Secretary: Bill Michie
Treasurer: Graeme Rutledge (alternate Tony Thompson)
Membership Chairperson: Aline McRory
Social/Special Events Committee Chairperson: Mary Kilgour (alternate Gail Read)
Speakers Committee Chairperson: David Farqhuarson (alternate may be any one member from
the Speakers Committee as advised by David)
Probian Editor: Rob Leonard
Webmaster: Colin Stephenson
In order to make this as simple and easy as possible on all of us, you need only register
a NEGATIVE vote by email ( bestpresident51@gmail.com ), mail or telephone call to the
President by August 22nd.
It will be considered that non-responders have given an affirmative vote, so that the
Committee can continue its role.
The confirmed Management Team will be presented in the September Probian and the Perth

Page

5

Probus website.

Financial Report

PROBUS CLUB OF PERTH
Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements
For the Year Ended July 31, 2020
(with comparative figures for previous year)
2018-19 2019-20
Bank balance beginning of year – August 1
Add: Receipts
Special events – net receipts (disbursements)
Membership fees

$6142

$7033

(212)
5165

(186)
5500

Total Receipts

4953

5314

920
253
454
1181

1169
53
464
897

632

523

622

1134

4062

4240

$7033

$8107

Less: Disbursements
Hall rental and coffee/tea
Legion wreath and donation
Name tags
Speakers honorarium and lunches
Liability insurance (Probus Canada
and D & O – increased coverage)
Office expenses (incl. postal box rental, printing
supplies, audio equipment, and mgmt expenses
Total Disbursements
Bank balance end of year – July 31
Less: Funds already committed

1032

Available Funds

$6001

561 *
$7546
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*funds received for pending trip to Ottawa

Treasurer's Report
Due to government restrictions relating to Covid-19, no meetings were held in the months of
April, May or June. Many of our costs are fixed for the entire year e.g. our hall costs, insurance
and some office costs. While individual membership fees remained unchanged from the prior
year, total membership fees increased by $335.
Special events this year resulted in a net outflow of $370 (management committee provided for
$500 budget to support the Xmas party to partially offset surpluses generated in past years).
Again this year, the Club contributed $200 to defray the costs incurred by David Allcock for
coffee/tea provided and purchased coffee urns for $249.
Liability insurance costs decreased due to new arrangements with Probus Canada.
This year we acquired some audio visual equipment, spent funds for printing supplies,
recognition awards to Charter members, etc.
You will note that we did not make the planned donation of $200 to the Legion – the Legion has
verbally advised us that they intend to refund part of our rental costs for meetings we were
unable to hold last year; upon receipt of such refund, management intends to then donate $200
as we did last year – these two amounts are expected to offset each other.
Decisions with respect to next year's meetings are pending at this time.
G. K. Rutledge
August 2, 2020

Any questions relative to the financial report should be emailed to Graeme Rutledge at
graemekr@icloud.com prior to 01 September 2020. Questions submitted, together with
responses from Graeme will be published in the September Probian.

Another Member Project
Kieran More, one of our newest members, has put the Covid-19 lock-down time to creative use!
Having a background in acting and voice work, Kieran decided to start recording Sherlock
Holmes stories (which are now in the public domain) and post them on YouTube. His hope was
that people in isolation, especially those in Long Term Care, would enjoy listening to them.
There is no cost to listen in and Kieran aims to add a story every 10 to 14 days. (A subscription

bit.ly/moremysteries
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will ensure you are notified when a new one comes out!)

As a follow up to this initiative, Kieran was recently interviewed by the Humm magazine. The
interview is on-line at:
http://mailchi.mp/thehumm/h9si4v29uh-2155189?e=8c27c37b14
Well done Kieran! We look forward to meeting you, in person, when it is safe for us all to get
together.

The Benefit of a good vocabulary
I recently called an old Engineering colleague of mine and asked what he was working on these
days.
He replied that he was working on “Aqua-thermal treatment of ceramics, aluminium and steel
under a constrained environment”.
I was impressed until, upon further enquiry, I learned that he was washing dishes with hot water
under his wife’s supervision.
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In non-Covid times the Perth Probus Club meets at the Royal Canadian Legion Hall, 26
Beckwith Street, Perth on the first Wednesday of the month, September through June.
President: Liz Leonard (613) 267-9638
Further information on the club and contact details for the other members of the
Management Team can be found at: www.probusperth.ca/board.htm
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Edited by by Rob Leonard probian@probusperth.ca
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