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Probus Club of Perth 
 

“ Now is not the time to surround yourself with positive people! “ 

 
An amusing one-liner for these Pandemic times, but one that hits a little too close to home. 

We Probians value our monthly meetings as a chance to surround ourselves with positive 

people and so to have been denied that opportunity since March has been a lot more than a 

simple inconvenience.  

However, with vaccinations becoming a reality, help is on the way and so we can be cautiously 

optimistic about the eventual resumption of our treasured meetings.  

As the saying goes, “Stay tuned”! 

Although this edition of The Probian is somewhat different form the norm, with amusement in 

the form of the Association Game answers, a message from the President, serious advice 

regarding a new scam, encouraging news about our membership waiting list and renewed 

encouragement to frequently check the club website, I hope that you find it both entertaining 

and informative.            Rob Leonard, Editor 

 

Your Management Team wishes everyone Season’s Greetings 

and a safe and increasingly “normal” 2021.  

                           

 

A very clever new scam. Take care! 
 

The following is a recounting of the incident from a victim. 

 

Wednesday, a week ago, I had a phone call from someone saying that he was from some  

outfit called: "Express Couriers,"(The name could be any courier company).  

He asked if I was going to be home because there was a package for me that required a 

signature. 

The caller said that the delivery would arrive at my home in roughly an hour.  

 

Sure enough, about an hour later, a uniformed delivery man turned up with a beautiful basket of 

flowers and a bottle of wine. I was very surprised since there was no special occasion or holiday 

and I certainly didn't expect anything like it.  
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Intrigued, I inquired as to who the sender was. 

The courier replied, "I don't know, I'm only delivering the package." 

 

Apparently, a card was being sent separately... (The card has never arrived!)  

There was also a consignment note with the gift. 

He then went on to explain that because the gift contained alcohol, there was a $3.50 "delivery/ 

verification charge," providing proof that he had actually delivered the package to an adult (of 

legal drinking age), and not just left it on the doorstep where it could be stolen or taken by 

anyone, especially a minor. 

 

This sounded logical and I offered to pay him cash. He then said that the delivery company 

required payment to be by credit or debit card only, so that everything is properly accounted 

for, and this would help in keeping a legal record of the transaction. 

He added couriers don't carry cash to avoid loss or be likely targets for robbery. 

 

My husband, who by this time was standing beside me, pulled out his credit card, and John,   

the "delivery man", asked him to swipe the card on a small mobile card machine with a small 

screen and keypad. Frank, my husband, was asked to enter his PIN number and a receipt was 

printed out. He was given a copy of the transaction.  

The guy said everything was in order, and wished us a good day. 

 

To our horrible surprise, between Thursday and the following Monday, $4,000 had been 

charged/withdrawn from our credit/debit account at various ATM machines. 

 

Apparently the "mobile credit card machine," which the deliveryman carried now had all the info 

necessary to create a "dummy" card with all our card details including the PIN number. 

 

Upon finding out about the illegal transactions on our card, we immediately notified the bank 

which issued us a new card, and our credit/debit account was closed. We also personally went to 

the Police, where it was confirmed that it is definitely a scam because several households had 

been similarly hit. 

 

WARNING:  

Be wary of accepting any "surprise gift or package," which you neither expected nor personally 

ordered, especially if it involves any kind of payment as a condition of receiving the gift or 

package. Also, never accept anything if you do not personally know or there is no proper 

identification of who the sender is. 

Above all, the only time you should give out any personal credit/debit card information is when 

you yourself initiated the purchase or transaction! 
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Dear Probus Perth friends, 

Christmas 2020.  From our house to yours. 

As my husband, Lee and I were preparing our annual Christmas letter to family and friends, we 

reflected on how different things are this year:  decorations and festive lights seemed to appear 

earlier and are more elaborate, shopping for gifts went mostly on-line, plans for the family 

Christmas dinner made, changed, and changed again.  Until finally, dinner will be for two with 

technology providing the family connection.  But it will still be great!  The house looks 

beautifully festive, and dinner will be an occasion, the table set with the fine china and crystal 

and the in-house chef will perform his magic and present a feast fit for royalty. 

In spite of this difficult time, there are many blessings, not the least of which is the less hectic 

pre-holiday scramble, leaving more time to stop and enjoy the beauty all around us.   To take 

long walks, to listen to wonderful concerts now available via YouTube, to relax by the fire with a 

good book and to connect with often neglected friends.  And thankfully, we now know that help 

via a vaccine is on the way.  

I have also taken the opportunity to reflect on the many different celebrations taking place at 

this time of year. Here are some of them: 

Diwali – November 14.  A festival of lights celebrated by Hindus, Jains, and Sikhs. 

Hanukkah – December 10 – December 18.  A Jewish festival commemorating the rededication of 

the Second Temple in Jerusalem. Also known as the Festival of Lights. 

Las Posadas – December 16 – December 24.   A novenario celebrated in Latin America, Mexico, 

Guatamala, Cuba and Spain. 

Christmas Day – December 25.  The Christian celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. 

Kwanzaa – December 26 – January 1.  An annual celebration of African-American culture 

New year’s Day – January 1.  The first day of the year on the modern Gregorian calendar, as well 

as the Julian calendar. 

It truly is a wonderful time of the year and one that although being celebrated differently this 

year, is still so very special.  

 

Merry Christmas, 

Lois-Anne Brebner, President
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The Association Game match-ups 
(Answers to the game in the October Probian.) 

 

 

 

Lois-Anne Brebner 
 

I graduated public school when I was eleven. 

I completed a "walk alone" excursion in Arizona's Sonoran Desert. 

 

 

 

 

Lori Douglas 
 

I skied the Hahnenkamm downhill, in Kitzbühel, after dark.  

I learned to ride a motorcycle on a 650 Norton and subsequently owned a 

500 Triumph.  

 

 

 

 

Liz Leonard 
 

I spent time in a jail cell in the Savile Row Police Station in London. 

I sang for the Queen. 

 

 

 

Bill Michie 
 

I was once chased through the entire neighbourhood by 4 off-duty 

police officers. 

I still have an IOU for an "arm and leg job" from one of my former 

students - don't mess with me! 

 

 

Graeme Rutledge 
 

I did Zip lining in Costa Rica. 

I brought in a sushi grade tuna In PEI 
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Tony Thompson 
 

I went to school with The Bee Gees and attended their first concert.  

I was a member of the gold medal-winning C-15 crew at the Canadian 

Masters Canoe and Kayak Championships.  

 

 

 

Aline McRory 
 

As President (coach and trainer) of a Minor Football League club for 6 yrs, 

I revamped the football program in East Ottawa communities. 

I delivered an official presentation on Canadian aircraft maintenance 

standards at the Paris Airshow, Le Bourget, France. 

 

 

Mary Kilgour 
 

When I was in London England, High Commissioner Royce Frith sent a 

chauffeured limousine to my hotel to take me to Canada House to visit with 

him. 

I played hockey as a teenager. 

 

 

Gail Read 
 

I lost a one-on-one water fight with an elephant. 

I was fingerprinted for fraud in Peru after having my camera cut from my 

wrist. 

 

 

David Farquharson 
 

I started a weekly lecture series for seniors. 

CHMC hired me to correct their grant issuing system. 
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Colin Stephenson 
 

On several occasions I ran from Switzerland through both Germany and 

France without crossing any official borders. 

I lived in a dacha with non-English speaking Russians and experienced 

changes in temperature of almost 90 °C several times each day.  

 

 

Rob Leonard 
 

I have travelled at 100mph on the sea. 

I had dinner with Prince Edward, the Queen's youngest son.

 

 

 

Membership news 
 
We should all be happy to be members of Probus Perth, as the crowds are banging on our door 

demanding entry into this highly sought-after assembly! 

Seriously though, our membership waiting list now stands at 22, once again proving how 

anxious people are to get back to surrounding themselves with “positive” people. 

 

Probus Perth website 

 
We encourage all members to visit the website frequently, as our Webmaster Colin Stephenson 

is constantly adding content. One section of particular interest is “From the Pens of Probians”, 

which currently includes twelve interesting and entertaining tales. More will no doubt be added. 

 

Please be sure to read the attached message from Colin, which includes detailed site navigation 

information. 

 

 

Edited by Rob Leonard  probian@probusperth.ca 

             
 
 
 
 

In non-Covid times the Perth Probus Club meets at the Royal Canadian Legion Hall, 26 
Beckwith Street, Perth on the first Wednesday of the month, September through June. 

President: Lois-Anne Brebner  president@probusperth.ca 
Further information on the club and contact details for the other members of the 

Management Team can be found at: www.probusperth.ca/board.htm 

mailto:probian@probusperth.ca
mailto:president@probusperth.ca
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Seasons Greetings to All from Your Webmaster 

 
I would like to thank everyone who has sent in contributions for the COVID-19 
page on our website, as well as those who have gone to check out new 
content that is posted there almost daily.  This page is intended to provide 
pandemic-related information that might be helpful to our members, as well as 
content that might amuse and entertain you during this troubling time.  
  
As you will see by going to http://probusperth.ca/covid19.htm, or just going to our Home page 

http://probusperth.ca and then clicking on the  button on the left side, this 
page contains 7 sections that you can navigate to by clicking on the links provided at the top. 
Because there is so much information posted there now, when you scroll down the page you will 
only see the 10 or so most recent posts in each section, but if you click on “Click Here to View 
More / Less” you will see everything that has been posted in that section to date. By far the 

most posts are in Section 5 entitled “A Little Humour, Song and Heartwarming Stories to 
Brighten Your Day”.  If you are not having a good day, I would recommend having a look at 
some of these as they are guaranteed to give you a lift. 
  
One more recent section that has developed a lot of interest is section 6 “From the Pens of 
Probians”. I think you will find these stories and poems of great interest. Many thanks to the 
creative authors in our club for their wonderful contributions. Of course, the door is always open 
for more contributions from our members ~ hint, hint. 
 
In the December edition of the Probus Canada Newsletter, which is posted on our website on 
the right hand side of our Newsletter page at http://probusperth.ca/probian.htm , you will see 
that President Jamie Doolittle has referenced a musical video entitled “We Are Canadian” with 
lyrics and video created by Ellis Craig. It turns out that Ellis is a resident of Perth and when I 
reached out to him, I found that he is a former Superintendent of the RCMP and a very 
interesting individual. I, for one, really liked his musical video, because it speaks rather 
eloquently to who we are as a nation. I posted the link to this video about a month ago in the 
Humour and Song section, but to make it easier for you to access, I placed a red maple leaf 

graphic  right below the navigation buttons on the left hand side of the COVID-19 page, 
that you can click on it to see and hear the video. 

  
This will be a Festive Season like none other for us all this year, but with the vaccines coming 
our way fairly soon, I truly hope that everyone will enjoy it as safely as possible and look forward 
to the promise of better days ahead, when we can all enjoy much closer contact with family, 
friends and other Probus members. 
 

Best regards 
Colin Stephenson 

 
 

http://probusperth.ca/covid19.htm
http://probusperth.ca/
http://probusperth.ca/probian.htm

