The Probian
February 2020 edition
Probus Club of Perth
SPECIAL NOTICE regarding the March 04th meeting.
We are receiving a visit from the President of Probus Canada, Marlene Pearce, (who will give a
presentation) and from Jamie Doolittle, our District Director.
In addition, there will be a celebration of our Charter Members to mark Probus Month.
These extra activities will necessitate the elimination of the following regular items from our
agenda.

1. Committee reports.
2. Introduction of new members
3. Community announcements
In order to alert members to community events, there will be table space made available at the
back of the room for the placement of related promotional posters / notices.
4. Member’s Personal Profile.

Please note: The meeting will begin at 9.45
March Presentation:
“Lanark County Community Justice programme”
The purpose of this extremely successful

The presenter will be Steven Brown (OPP), a

initiative is to bring people together to

26-year veteran officer who has supported

repair the harm resulting from conflict

this programme from its inception in 2000.

of their programme were recognized in
2013 when they received the Attorney
General of Ontario Award for Excellence.
It is a court diversion program for both
youth and adult offenders.

A Carleton University graduate, he holds a
BA in Sociology / Anthropology with a
concentration in criminology.

Lunch after the March 04th meeting will be
at Michael’s Table, 110 Gore Street East.
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restorative practices. The high standards
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and crime and to promote the use of

Coming events:
February 27th
Dinner Theatre
Dinner at Fiddleheads at 5pm, followed by
Studio Theatre’s presentation of
"Marion Bridge".

In 1921, British-trained volunteer nurse Myra
Bennett arrives in the isolated Newfoundland
community of Daniel’s Harbour.
A vibrant tale of quiet heroism, play is bursting

Tickets are available at $17 each.

with down east humor, romance and

April 03rd

babies, extracting teeth, setting bones in all

We have been invited to a concert of the Red
Dirt Skinners at the Full Circle Theatre in Perth.
They are a charming musical duo who won
countless awards in the UK before coming to
Ontario in 2017.
The duo's concerts are community minded and
are full of heartfelt stories and fantastic vocal
harmonies together with the most beautiful
saxophone solos from the UK's Instrumentalist

fascinating characters. Myra takes on delivering
kinds of weather - travelling on foot, horse, dog
sled and boat along the 320-kilometer rugged
Northern Peninsula.
May
Coach Trip
A visit to the West Block, the Senate and a tour
the Tulips is planned.
Reservations cannot be made until March and
so further details will follow.

of the Year, Sarah Skinner. They believe that we
are their perfect audience and that our group

May 27th

would thoroughly enjoy the experience.

“Spring Fling 2020”

Please visit www.reddirtskinners.com for more

Held in May and hosted by one of the clubs in

information.

our district, Spring Fling is an annual event to

Dinner Theatre
Dinner at 5pm at Maximilian's followed by
Studio Theatre’s presentation of
"Tempting Providence", a Comedy/Drama by
Robert Chafe and directed by Jeremy Dutton.
This is the inspiring true account of a Canadian
legend.

Hosted this year by the Probus Club of Cornwall
and area in celebration of their 25th anniversary,
the event will be held at the Ramada Inn, 805
Brookdale Avenue, Cornwall

For details please see the poster at the end of
this newsletter.
Registration for this event can be made at
either the March or the April meeting.
June 03rd
Our final meeting before the summer break will
be held at either The Legion or Timber Run.

More details to follow.
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April 23rd

which all clubs in the district are invited.
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Tickets will be available at the March 04th
meeting, at $24 each.
(The regular price is $27.50, with the discount
being applied on the assumption that we
purchase at least 10 tickets.)

June 17th

September.

1000 Island Playhouse.

Fall Trip

This year the production is “Back in '59".

To date, the results of the survey sent out by

50 tickets have been reserved.

Colin show a preference for a one-day trip to

Lunch will be at Muskie Jake’s in the

Quinte Botanical Gardens.

Gananoque Inn, walking distance from the

The survey is still active and so if you haven’t
done so already, please vote.

theatre.
As the show will not finish until shortly before
5pm, individual dinner reservations at Riva or

December 11th.

other restaurants are also feasible.

Christmas Party

Tickets to the theatre will be sold in April.

Mark the date for the party, which will again be
held at the Civitan Hall.
DJ, Simon Clark has already been booked for
the event!

Membership:

Club President, Liz Leonard, with new members
Paul and Sylvia Allen, together with Catherine
Leitch, who joined in October but was not
introduced at that time.
We have now reached our membership cap of
205 and have an ever-expanding waiting list.

Membership List:
A membership list is available to help members stay in touch with one another.
Located in a private and secure area of the club website, it is accessed using the password contained in
the email notification for this issue of the Probian.
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Please note that the Membership List is protected by our Privacy Policy.”

Personal profiles: Bob & Catherine Leitch
Catherine was raised on the shores of Bras d’Or lake in the heart
of Cape Breton Island, growing up immersed in her family’s Celtic
heritage in a home where both parents spoke Gaelic. She and her
siblings experienced the joys of ranging freely in the countryside.
In summer, picking blueberries, harvesting apples as they fell and
checking on the ferry comings and goings and in winter skating
and tobogganing.
Robert was born in Renfrew Ontario where his father opened the
86th Canadian Tire store in Canada and his mother was overseas
marketing manager for the Renfrew Electric Company. High
school was at the Renfrew Collegiate Institute, followed by St. FX
in Antigonish, where he met Catherine on a blind date at a Neil
Diamond concert. A successful outing, as last year he and
Catherine celebrated their golden wedding anniversary!
They have raised two sons, Matthew and Jonathon, and have three
grandchildren who all live in Toronto.
Catherine embarked on a teaching career and Bob continued his
education at the University of Ottawa (BLSc), at Queens University
(MEd) and Ontario Principal and Supervisory Officer Certification.
The first decade of Bob’s career was as a teacher and coordinator
with Lanark County Board of Education, with the majority of his
professional

career

being

focused

on

information

and

communication technologies as they relate to the use of
technology as an enabler to learning.
In the 1980s he ventured into the world of public / private partnerships, first as a project manager and
educational advisor to the federal Department of Communications “Telidon” project, a forerunner to
the commercialization of the Internet in Canada.
Secondly, in the mid-80s he served as Vice President of Magic Lantern, one of Canada‘s leading
multimedia distribution companies serving education, public television and training networks. During
that time he led the creation of the Canada Satellite Network, a distance learning initiative partnership
with Telesat Canada, was a founding member of the Canadian Association for Distance Education and
was executive producer for public television programs produced by well-known public figures including
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David Suzuki (A Science Walk) Keith Morrison (World News Focus) and James Burke (Destinations).

In 1991 Bob returned to the Lanark County Board of Education as coordinator of the new Information
and Communications Technology department and multimedia services
In 1996 he was seconded from the school board to supervise the establishment of the Lanark
Communications Network, Canada‘s first community-based non-profit public / private coalition
dedicated to the advancement of rural broadband network development and applications. That year
he also received the Perth and district Chamber of Commerce “Businessperson of the Year” award for
his leader ship in the creation of the Lanark Communications Network .
Since retiring from the school board in 2001, Bob continued to work part-time as a consultant and
project manager. He coordinated the Financial Consumer Agency of Canada‘s financial literacy program
development, co-authored Industry Canada’s ‘Guide for Creating a Smart Community’, co-authored the
‘Millennium Technology Plan’ for the Province of San -Luis in Argentina and the Integrated Community
Network Plan for the Salento region of Italy
More recently his business partner and he co-authored ‘Big Data for Small Places’, a data literacy
program guide and created ‘Data Analytics for Rural Transformation’, cloud-based software that
facilitates evidence-based decision making and planning.
In the past month their company, Community Transformation Associates, was chosen by the Standards
Council of Canada as the lead proponent for the development of rural data standards for Canada.
After retiring Catherine went back to school at St. Lawrence College and completed a Fine Arts
Certificate, fulfilling a lifelong interest in visual art. She now enjoys producing works mostly in acrylic
and collage but has explored printmaking and sculpture. In her spare time Catherine plays bridge and
enjoys art classes and hiking!
Bob is an avid golfer, as was his mother, also appreciates the value of a good glass of wine or is that a
glass of good wine? Perhaps both!
During their busy lives they have enjoyed extensive travel in Canada, United States, Europe, South
America, South Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe and Botswana.
Having enjoyed living in Perth since 1976, Catherine and Bob have both been very active in the
Community. Catherine is a member of CFUW Perth and District, has volunteered on their Education and
Hospitality committees and has served as the editor of their newsletter.
Robert served on the Fundraising and PC committee at The Table and has been Director and President
of both Perth and District Community Foundation Board and the Perth and District Chamber of
Commerce. He was Director and Chair of Finance on the Perth and Smiths Falls District Hospital Board.
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Adapted from the speakers’ notes by Liz Leonard
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We are happy to welcome Bob and Catherine and all their enthusiasms to Probus Perth!

January Presentation:
"The Life and Times of Joe Perkins"
The story told by John McKenty was one of a young Joe Perkins
advancing from working at his father’s General Store in Maberly
during the depression years to achieve a position of power and
influence in Perth and beyond.
Joe arrived in Perth in 1938 and immediately set about becoming
a dominant figure in the town. Selling cars right from the start, in
1944 he added the Taggart trucking operation, which eventually
grew to employ more than 1000 people, and had a fleet of 800
vehicles travelling the roads of Canada and the USA.
Having learned the art of the barter from his father and not being
one to part with money readily, Joe quickly became a divisive
figure in the town. Those whose invoices for goods and services had either gone unpaid or had been
bartered against discounts on automobiles from Joe’s garages tended to resent his presence, whereas
others saw the money and the jobs his garage and trucking businesses brought to the town as a major
benefit.
Further division came about in 1949 through the development of the Perkins Building at the corner of
Wilson and Peter streets. One half of the town feeling affronted by the demolition of the existing
building and its replacement by a “modern monstrosity” and the other half reckoned that it was “about
time” the town moved into the 20th century.
In the 1970’s the building (without the necessary permits) of an apartment block on Sunset Boulevard
and the unsuccessful attempt to establish an airport for Perth only served to fan the flames of division.
The 1980’s saw Joe’s last attempt at a grandiose project with his “Riverwalk” proposal for the Tay Basin
area where the Chrystal Palace now stands. Designed to be a “mixed use” development that would
have included condos, retail space and a cinema, it was ultimately judged not to be economically
viable.
Shortly after suffering the body-blow of the “Riverwalk” rejection, Joe was involved in a serious car
accident from which many thought he never fully recovered.
In 1990 Joe Perkins died of a heart attack in an Ottawa hospital. He was 82.
As to a legacy, with no succession plan having been established and with considerable debt on the
books, with his death Joe’s business interests ended up in the hands of the Royal Bank of Canada.

the division. Thank you John for a most interesting and entertaining talk!
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of being told that his book “The Life and Times of Joe Perkins” has been well received by both sides of
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A difficult story to tell without causing offence in one quarter or another, John McKenty is justly proud

Notes:
Prospective members

Now that the club has reached its membership cap of 205, current members are asked to advise
anyone interested in joining that, should they apply, their applications would be added to the waiting
list.
A fillable membership application form is available on the club website.
The completed form can either be e-mailed or mailed to the club, but e-mailing is the recommended
option.
Once the club receives the completed form the applicant’s name will be added to the waiting list.
Lapse of membership

Also related to the membership cap having been reached, any members planning to leave the area or
who do not wish to continue with the club for any other reason, are asked to advise any member of the
Management Team. This would allow their place to be taken by a prospective member from the
waiting list.
Special Event no-shows

Members who find they cannot attend a Special Event to which they have committed, are asked to be
sure to advise Mary or Gail.
Also, note that tickets to special events will no longer be provided on a “pay later” basis.
Name badges.

Please remember to bring your name badge to meetings.

A Thought:
The soul should always stand ajar, ready to welcome the ecstatic experience.
Emily Dickinson
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The Perth Probus Club meets at the Royal Canadian Legion Hall, 26 Beckwith Street,
Perth on the first Wednesday of the month, September through June.
President: Liz Leonard (613) 267-9638
Further information on the club and contact details for the other members of the
Management Team can be found at: www.probusperth.ca/board.htm
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The Probian is dragged into being by Rob Leonard

2020 Probus Spring Fling
Region 1- East
HOSTED BY PROBUS CLUB OF CORNWALL & AREA
Celebrating Our Club’s 25th Anniversary

Date: Wed. May 27, 2020
Venue: Simon Fraser Ballroom,
Ramada Inn
805 Brookdale Ave.
Cornwall, ON.
Cost = $ 39.00 per person
Registration, Cash Bar, & Exhibit Viewing:
11:30 A.M. to 12:40 P.M.
Luncheon: 12:45 P.M.
Meal choice: Chicken or Salmon
Guest Speaker : Donnie Bowes, Artistic Director &
Manager, Upper Canada Playhouse
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- Charging stations for electric cars on-site
- Free Parking
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Entertainment : John Maloney, Musician

