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Probus Club of Perth 

As your newly ‘vo lunteered’  Newsletter Editor,  I  hope I  am able to 
successful ly  fo l low in the footsteps of my excel lent predecessors 
who had kept our membership wel l  in formed over the years of  our 

c lub’s many var ied and enjoyable act iv i t ies.  I  take th is opportuni ty to thank Rob 
Leonard for h is k ind and pat ient mentorship as I  embarked upon fu l f i l l ing his and 
fe l low newsletters ‘shoes’.  Also, to thank Col in Stephenson for assist ing me with the 
product ion of  the newsletter for i ts  inclusion on the website.  

Our current newsletter arr ives past St.  Valent ine’s Day but may I  take the opportuni ty 
of  ment ioning th is ‘warmhearted and heartfelt  day’  is  celebrated on the date of  
Valent ine’s death, February 14th, AD 269 in honour of  h is mission that ‘ love prevails 
al l ’ .  Valent ine conducted wedding ceremonies for the Roman sold iers so that the men 
would not be conscr ipted into the army. This infur iated the re igning Emperor and 
imprisoned Valent ine. Whi le in pr ison, Valent ine cutout hearts on parchment to g ive 
to couples in love. The tradi t ion remains today al though not on parchment.  Centur ies 
later Valent ine was declared a ‘Saint ’ .  Hoping everyone enjoyed th is ‘Happy’ Day .  

Whi le enduring ‘Fickle February’  wi th i ts  heavy snow and ra infa l ls ,  ‘Moody’ March  
comes with the hope of Spr ing! More or less! Aside from the ‘ Ides of March’ ,  there 
are two Saints celebrated. One is St.  David,  the Patron Saint  of  Wales on March 1st  
[wear ing a daffodi l ,  schools art  fest ivals and a fest ive meal] .  Then, St.  Patr ick on 
March 17th [wearing a shamrock and Ir ish Stew].  Please jo in me in wishing our Welsh 
and Ir ish members a ‘Happy St.  David’s and St.  Patrick’s Day! 
 
 

March Meeting: 
Our upcoming ZOOM meeting on March 2nd begins at 9:40 a.m. CHAT rooms are 

being considered to facil i tate socializing. More information to follow. 
Our speaker begins at 10:15 a.m. 

	  
 

Shelagh Stevens is a Probus Perth c lub member who has 
had s igni f icant Canadian Peacekeeping exper ience .  
On Wednesday, March 2nd, Shelagh wi l l  g ive us an 
overview of her mi l i tary exper ience with an emphasis on the 
ro le women have played in these longstanding United 
Nat ions peacekeeping missions. 

Shelagh enrol led in the Regular Off icer Train ing Plan 
(ROTP), graduated with honours from the Universi ty  of  
Guelph, was commissioned as a logist ics of f icer and served 
in the typical  ro les at  uni t ,  base and at Nat ional Defence 
Headquarters (NDHQ) in Ottawa.  At NDHQ, she served on 

the Joint  Staff  that  was heavi ly  involved in the deployment to and redeployment from 
var ious peacekeeping missions. 
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In 1987, Shelagh served her f i rs t  peacekeeping mission in Egypt (1.5 years) with the 
Mult inat ional Force and Observers,  fo l lowed in 1989 by her f i rst  UN peacekeeping 
tour in Namibia (UNTAG) (one year),  another in Croat ia (UNPROFOR) (seven 
months) and was then seconded in 1995 for three years to UN headquarters in  New 
York where she served in what would now be the Department of  F ie ld Support .  Upon 
her return to NDHQ, she f i l led the ro le of  a United Nat ions arrangements posi t ion 
(negot iated arrangements between the Canadian mi l i tary and the UN for deployments 
of  Canadian peacekeepers to UN missions).  

Shelagh lef t  the mi l i tary at  the beginning of July 2004 and before the end of the 
month, started working for the UN as a logist ics Sect ion Chief at  the UN mission in 
Côte d ' Ivoire (CDI).   After a lmost two years,  she lef t  CDI in 2006. 

Back home in Canada, Shelagh soon found her extensive mi l i tary exper ience put to 
work as a contracted instructor with the Pearson Peacekeeping Centre.  She was 
recrui ted to g ive UN Staff  Off icer courses on Peacekeeping Logist ics in Canada and 
at var ious overseas locat ions including the Kof i  Annan Internat ional Peacekeeping 
Train ing Centre (KAIPTC) in Accra Ghana and the Kenyan peacekeeping centre in 
Nairobi .  

On the basis of  her extensive exper ience and expert ise, Shelagh was also contracted 
by the US State Department to g ive UN instructor,  staf f  of f icer and logist ics courses 
and exercises from Mongol ia to Tunis ia,  f rom Malaysia to the Ukraine.  Moreover,  as 
she is b i l ingual,  she also worked for the Organisat ion de la Francophonie (OIF) 
of fer ing the courses and tra in ing in French in Mal i ,  Sénégal,  Burkina Faso, and Chad. 

At the t ime Shelagh lef t  the mi l i tary,  she had more peacekeeping exper ience than any 
other woman in the Canadian Armed Forces. 

Prepared by:  John Byers 

	  
	  

 

	  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Report: 
Membership now stands at 188 ,  inc luding the fo l lowing new members:  

                    —  W e l c o m e  t o  t h e  P r o b u s  C l u b  o f  P e r t h  —  
David Somppi,  Reiner and Penny Si lberhorn 

Janet McGinnis and Nancy Mi l ls  

We look forward to meet ing al l  of  you when ‘ in-person’ meet ings resume, but in the 
meant ime, p lease tune- in to the ZOOM meetings held the f i rst  Wednesday of the 

To Craig Greenwood, former President of Probus Perth! Craig, who served 
as President in 2018-19, will join Probus Canada’s Board of Directors for a 
three-year term effective as of their Annual General Meeting in May.  Craig 
will replace Jamie Doolittle as Ontario District 1 Director.  The District 
includes Clubs from Port Hope in the West to Cornwall in the East; North to 
Ottawa; Southwest to Perth and Campbellford. 
 
Craig, who was an outstanding President and dedicated member of Perth’s 
Management Committee, will be an excellent addition to the Probus Canada 
Board. The management team looks forward to working with Craig and wish 
him continuing success as he undertakes his new role.  

Prepared by: Lois-Anne Brebner 

Congratulations!
! 
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month .  A l ink is  provided by our Webmaster,  Col in Stephenson in an e-mai l  that a l l  
members receive a few days pr ior to the ZOOM meetings.  

February Social Report: 
 Gai l  and Mary have summarized the act iv i t ies that you may enjoy. Covid restr ic t ions 
are in t ransi t ion as venues cont inue to open. We are in the ear ly days and th is report  
ref lects our caut ious entry to socia l  events.  We hope that a healthy environment 
cont inues to gain momentum. We wi l l  cont inue to monitor the s i tuat ion and to of fer 
outdoor socia l  gather ings as Spr ing shares warmer temperatures! Please see below 
the upcoming events …  

Studio Theatre Perth:  
The “Keep the Lights on Init iative”  wi l l  cont inue throughout 2022 with opportuni t ies 
to rent the newly renovated charming theatre with 197 seats.  

Tickets Please  is  the exclusive Vendor.  Contact them ei ther by te lephone at 
613-485-6434 or  t icketplease.ca .  T ickets can be picked up at the Studio Theatre Box 
Off ice 1-hour prior to Curtain Time .  

“Taking Care of the Browns”  is  just  ending after a much-appreciated return to l ive 
theatre!  Seven plays are planned for 2022 as wel l  as music and movies. 

Harmony Concerts: 
 Presents musicals at  $27. For information, v is i t  harmonyconcerts.ca.  

February 26th at  7:00 p.m. The Barrel  Boys 

March 11th at 7:30 p.m. North Easton 

Almonte Old Town Hall: 
Presents the Folkus Concert Series  in  Almonte which includes in-person and 
streaming. Detai ls  and t ickets at  fo lkusalmonte.com 

February 26th: Shawna Caspi with Amanda Lowe Warnakulasur iya 

March 26th: Jul ian Taylor with Catr iona Sturton 

Apri l  30th: Jan Sherwood with Evangel ine Gent le 

The Cove Inn • Westport: 613-273-3636 
March 17th: St. Paddy’s Day  with Turpin’s Trail  •  5:00-9:00 p.m. 
March 23rd: “Wings ‘n Tunes”  and Open Mic  wi th Shawn McCul lough 

Barn Door at Full Circle Theatre: 
Upcoming play: “To a Quiet Town Suddenly Danger Comes”   

March 4, 5,  10, 11, 12:  8:00 p.m. 

March 6th 2:00 p.m. 

Tickets:  Reserved: $20.00 

 At the Door:  $22.00 

For more information: Telephone: 613-267-1834  

Website:  http:/ /www.barndoorproductions.ca 
	  
the HUMM: 
theHumm’s onl ine calendar can be found at:  ht tp: / / thehumm.com/ You may wish to 
receive emai l  updates of  theHummail .  
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Looking Ahead to Spring! 
As the weather gets warmer,  we are hopeful  that opportuni t ies 
to socia l ize wi l l  increase. We are anxious to again organize a 
var iety of  outdoor act iv i t ies. 

Mary and Gai l  

 

February Presentation: 
Through Georgian Bay Wild l i fe [v is i t  their  website at  
ht tps: / /www.georgianbaywi ld l i fe.com] Andrew Major  a ims to further 
our understanding and protect ion of  the natural  wor ld around us. 

Birds are a passion for Andrew and his presentat ion to the c lub was 
aimed at improving our abi l i ty  to ident i fy  the species that we are most 
l ikely to see in our backyards. 

Peterson Field Guides  and  Sibley Guides  were recommended as invaluable sources 
of information for Birders of  a l l  abi l i t ies.  They help by al lowing ident i f icat ion to be 
broken down into the fo l lowing elements (Plus examples): 

•  S ize and Shape (Size of a sparrow or a crow. Shape of the bi l l .  Crest)  
•  Colour pattern (Bold or subt le pattern. Str ipes. Muted or br ight colours.)  
•  Behaviour,  posture (Ground or t ree feeding, High or low perching.)  
•  F ly ing pattern (g l id ing or act ive wing motion. Rowing motion of wings.)  
•  Habitat  (Open grassland. Waters edge. High branches of t rees.)  

By way of i l lustrat ion, Andrew used th is process to d i f ferent iate between a number of  
v isual ly  s imi lar species, inc luding: 

	  
•  Crows vs Ravens 
•  Chickadees vs Juncos 
•  White Breasted vs Red breasted Nuthatches 
•  Downy vs Hairy Woodpeckers 
•  House vs Purple f inches 
•  Cedar vs Bohemian Waxwings 
•  Sharp Shinned vs Coopers Hawks 

Further help for the interested birder is  avai lable with the Merl in Bird ID app, which 
has the added benef i t  of  faci l i tat ing ident i f icat ion through a bird ’s song/cal l  
ht tps:/ /merl in.a l laboutbirds.org 

After l is tening to Andrew’s presentat ion, even the most casual b irders among us 
should now feel  better equipped as we creep our way toward Spr ing and the return of  
many more species of b irds.  

For further b ird ing fun, we were also encouraged to become 
involved in the Annual Backyard Bird Count,  a worldwide 
endeavour now in i ts  25th year.  ht tps: / /www.birdcount.org/ 

Prepared by:  Rob Leonard 
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Closing Thoughts … 
Write in your heart that everyday is the best day in the year. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 

There’s an al ternat ive to making ‘snow people’…  

 

 

 
 
 
 

In no rma l t imes the  Perth  Probus Club  meets a t the  Royal  Canadian Legion Hal l ,   
26  Beckwith St ree t,  Per th on  the f i rs t  Wednesday o f the mon th ,  September through 

June. 

Pres iden t : Lo is-Anne Brebner  president@probusperth.ca 
———o0o——— 

Further  informat ion on  the  c lub  and con tact  detai ls  fo r  the othe r  members of  the 
Management Team can  be found at :  www.probusperth.ca/board.htm  


