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Coming Events: 

Lunch for the February 6th meeting 
will be held at Fiddleheads. Please sign up 
as you come into the meeting. 

Robbie Burns Dinner Dance: A reminder 
for those who have tickets: the Dinner/
Dance is at the Legion on January 26 
(cocktails at 6).  Call Mary to reserve (until 
Jan. 21) 

Ottawa vs. Detroit Hockey Game: This 
game takes place on February 2nd. The cost 
is $35/person includes a McDonald’s Big 
Mac, fries, and drink coupon. The bus is 
optional and is an additional $10/person. 
The schedule is as follows: Lanark Arena – 
4pm, Perth Arena – 4:20pm, new Smiths 
Falls Arena – 4:45pm, Carlton Place Arena 
(Neelin St.) – 5:15pm, and Almonte Arena – 
5:30pm. Game Time: 7 p.m. 

Dinner at Maximilian’s and Studio 
Theatre: February 21st with dinner at 
Maximilian’s at 5pm. Please be sure to 
inform us of your participation so that your 
spot is reserved. Your choice from the 
menu, at your cost.  

Tickets for the comedy “Alone Together 
Again” will be sold until the February 6th 
meeting; cost is $18/person. This hilarious 
Broadway comedy starts at 7 pm. 

2019 Christmas Party: The party will 
take place on December 13th at the Civitan 
Hall. Simon Clarke will be the entertainer 
for the evening. 

For more information visit the Club’s website at www.probusperth.ca 
The Club meets on the first Wednesday of each month, at 10:00 am (coffee/social time at 9:30), 

at the Royal Canadian Legion Hall, 26 Beckwith St., Perth, from Sept. to June. 
Visitors from other Probus Clubs and guests of members are welcome to attend.

February Speaker: 

Pauline Fitchett is the Executive Director of 
the Perth Enrichment Program for Older 
Adults (PEP). She will speak about the 
reasons behind the development of the 
program, how the program was established, 
and the benefits of those who are involved 
in the program.  

Pauline has been the Executive Director of 
PEP for over four and a half years. Before 
this position, she was the General Manager 
of the Perth and District Chamber of 
Commerce for more than three years. This 
position gave Pauline the chance to connect 
with many different people, non-profit 
organizations, and the community itself.

Happy New Year Everyone!!

Memberships: 

The Probus Club of Perth is very pleased to 
announce the number of members as of Dec 
31/2018: an astounding 187!  

We would love to welcome our four newest 
members: Walter Baker, Catherine Hull, 
Gary Waterfield, and Marg White. Your 
membership is valued, and we look forward 
to another exciting year!
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Contacts: President Craig Greenwood (613-267-4694)

Contact information for other members of the Management Team can be found on the 

Club’s website at www.probusperth.ca/board.htm 

Attention all bird-watchers: We are 
delighted to inform everyone of the new 
Special Interest Group – Bird Watching! The 
excursions have yet to be determined but 
more information is to come.  Those 
interested should contact Rémy Poulin at 
613-912-3866.

Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s 
Report was presented by Graeme Rutledge. 
Graeme discussed: E-transfers (which are 
not practical at the moment), the 
membership fee (which will remain the 
same), and the Club’s financial position 
(there is enough money to cover current and 
foreseeable expenses). The complete report 
c a n b e f o u n d a t h t t p : / /
www.probusperth.ca/financials.htm

Editorial Assistance: This edition of “The 
Probian” has been prepared with the 
assistance of Marcey Costello.  Marcey is a 
grade 12 student who wants to pursue a 
career as an editor.  She has volunteered to 
help as a way of gaining some “real life” 
experience.

Our Guest Speaker- Vickie Kaminski 

The Club enjoyed a very enlightening 
presentation from Vickie Kaminski , the 
Acting CEO of the Perth and Smiths Falls 
Hospitals. She emphasized how grateful the 
Hospitals are for the generous donations 
they receive from the community.  

Vickie explained the budget of the hospital 
($62.5 million) and the obstacles that they 
encounter in budgeting. She detailed the 
facility and the number of individuals they 
have: 555 staff, 191 medical staff and 300 
volunteers. Most of all, Vickie explained the 
issues that seem to apply in all health care 
and the impacts that come with them. 
Specifically, she mentioned the lack of 
government money for equipment, the 
unpredictability of funding, and the problem 
of working capital deficits. 

She also provided a comparison of various 
aspects of hospital care between Ontario, 
other provinces, and Australia. 

Membership List: A membership list will 
be made available to help members stay in 
touch with one another.  It will be in a 
secure area of the website.  The username 
and password to access the list is in the 
email notification for this issue.  Please 
note that the Membership List is protected 
by our Privacy Policy.
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Wenda and Derk Veldman: 

Wenda and Derk, a young couple raised in 
the Kingston area, met at Queen’s 
University, fell in love, married in 1967, thus 
bringing together an unusual and wide range 
of very specialized skills to fuel their lives 
and careers!  
 
As a small boy, Derk came to Canada from 
Holland with his family and  was raised in 
Joyceville on his Father’s farm. However, he 
trained as an Electrician and joined the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers. 
Wenda’s first position was at the Armed 
Forces’ Hospital at Barriefield, in the 
medical records department.  
 
It would seem that their life together has 
been an interesting dance, its moves 
changing their location and allowing them to 
alternate or sometimes share these not so 
simply acquired skill-sets!  
 
Amid the  complex pattern of steps Wenda 
and Derk have raised three children!  
 
The first move was to Cornwall where Derk 
was a Supervisor for Trans-Canada Pipelines 
and where they bought a Morrisburg hobby 
farm, which saw Wenda become a sheep 
farmer! (Just like that!) She also had an 
interest in Horticulture, so joined the 
Ontario Horticultural Society. 
 
1982, an important “pas de deux”. Derk left 
his job with Trans-Canada Pipelines and 
bought his Father’s farm in Joyceville. 
Wenda left her sheep and together they 
became a very successful team of dairy 
farmers! 
 

1991, another “shuffle” when the threat of 
the G.A.T. eliminating the quota system 
resulted in a decision to sell the herd. Derk 
returned to the Gas Industry as a pipeline 
Construction Inspector, alternating between 
that area of expertise and electrical 
construction projects, working as far afield 
as Trinidad and Western Canada. Meanwhile, 
Wenda, whose dairy cattle were dear to her, 
continued for several years to buy and raise 
dairy heifers for sale. 

Wenda also expanded her interests in 
Horticulture. She joined the Master 
Gardeners’ Organization and, once 
qualified, went on to gain her Horticulture 
Diploma from Guelph University and her 
Ontario Horticultural Society Judging 
Certificate, and became the Horticultural 
Advisor at Loblaws in Kingston. She 
remained there for 19 years until her 
retirement in 2014. 
 
Derk’s retirement in 2016 and eventually the 
decision to downsize from their 100-acre 
property on the edge of Gananoque brought 
them to Perth to settle. In Perth, Wenda had 
many family connections and they found the 
home they had been seeking. 
 
Welcome to Perth and Perth Probus 
welcomes your membership! 

Profile written by Liz Leonard 


