The Probian
June 2020 edition
Probus Club of Perth
This edition of the Probian includes the notification submitted by Probus Canada on behalf
of all the clubs in the country and printed in the first section of the Globe and Mail on
Saturday June 06th. The message has our heartfelt support.
You will also find an important insurance notice from Probus Canada, governing coverage
for any Probus-affiliated activities during the period of shutdown and gradual re-opening.
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Also included is important information regarding the procedure planned for the
nomination and appointment of the club Management Team for 2020–2021.
To help smooth the process, please do take the time to study this information.

June 5, 2020
Greetings, Presidents of Clubs in PROBUS CANADA,
Recently one of our Directors received a note from his Club advising that
they were thinking of starting back their Bicycle Group in Ontario. This was
due to many restrictions being eased in stages across Canada. The question
raised was whether our insurance policy would cover a claim from a
member who became ill from COVID-19 transmitted from another member
of the group.
This scenario would probably apply to any of our groups starting up
again that were unable to maintain social distancing.
We posed the question to our PROBUS CANADA insurance provider
and received the following reply:
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With this being said, I think we should be telling Clubs to follow the direction
and rules in place from your respective provinces. Using the example above,
I would not suggest the bicycle group get together. Ontario still has our
declaration of emergency rules in place until the end of the month at least.
This includes no gathering of I believe 6 or more people. If the Club were to
go against this and the rules of the province, I could see the insurance
company denying a claim if something were to arise as they did not take all
the necessary steps.
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"The complex part of this is that PROBUS Clubs are so spread out across
Canada and different provinces are at different stages of reopening. The
underwriter will not specifically answer questions regarding individual
activities but did mention that there are no specific exclusions relating to
Pandemic. So, depending on allegations made against a Club, coverage
will respond as it normally would if there are negligence allegations
against an insured for which claimant is seeking compensatory damages.

Overall, I hesitate having a Club sanction any events unless the rules in
their province have been relaxed. If members of a Club get together of
their own volition that is one thing but having a Club set up a meeting or
activity might still be an issue.
This might be seen as a cautious approach but I still think it is best to
follow the rules and guidelines set out by the respective provinces."
In view of this response I ask you to ensure your Management
Committee and the Chair of any of your Club Activity Groups be made
aware of this writing. Further to be pro-active in your Club and to
deter questions from many of your members, it might be a good idea to
publish these recommendations in your newsletter.
In view of the serious nature of this writing, please ensure you confirm
to your District Director that you have received same.
Please be careful with your health and stay safe.
Yours in PROBUS,
Jamie Doolittle
President PROBUS CANADA

Page

3

"GET CONNECTED - STAY CONNECTED"

Message from the President
It is sad to have to say our summer farewells by newsletter and not in person.
However, our teams’ wishes for a safe, happy and healthy summer are just as sincere and
we all look forward to the day when we can meet again to revive our Probus Club!
I want to repeat my appreciation and give thanks to our great Management Team and to
thank them all for their most valued support and efforts throughout the year, but
particularly through the difficult last few months.
Thanks must also be extended to the volunteers throughout the membership who have
stepped forward to give advice, guidance, helping hands, valuable time and cheerful
support to the myriad projects and activities through this year.



To Tony Thompson, who has ably stood in for Graeme Rutledge in his absence
(and subsequent quarantine!).



To David Batchelor and Mike Flynn, without whose technical wizardry our
meetings would be silent!



To David Allcock, our “barista” for providing the nectar at each meeting, and to
his team, Allanah & Bob Langeland, Aline McRory and the good souls who
provide washing-up assistance.



To Lori Douglas, for being our welcoming greeter and to Joanne FosterKomendat for standing in when Lori was unavailable.



To Derek Cooke, John Byers, Gail Read and Gardner Church who support the
Speakers Services.



To Jocelyn Gordon, our Financial Reviewer.



To Carol Trischuk and David Crowley for helping with the photo gallery for our
presentation in March.



To Craig Greenwood, Colin Stephenson, David & Jean Crowley, and Bill Kennedy
for their help in the revision of the club bylaws, led by Lois-Anne Brebner.



To the Covid-19 information team led by Gail Read: David Farquharson, Derek
Cooke and Bill Michie.



To Sheila and Michael Hurren, as the keepers of the Archives and to Bill Michie
who has done such a thorough job of sorting through and sorting out the
To Jean Crowley, Arlene Dickson and Ian McDonald who frequently lend a hand
to Special Events or to other areas whenever called upon.
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valuable material which forms our club’s history.



To Gary Waterfield and Marg White, who who kindly loaned us space in their
driveway when parking at the Legion became tight during the winter.

Your help, great or small, is very much appreciated by the Management Team.
Our applause!!
Wishing all members a peaceful summer – all the while maintaining our careful vigilance.
We are not in the same boat but we are in the same storm, which would seem to be
abating somewhat!
With best wishes,
Liz Leonard

Proposed Slate of Members of the Probus Club of Perth Management Team
For 2020-2021
Preamble:
We find ourselves in altered territory with the Covid-19 pandemic. Our intent is to move
forward with the election process reflecting the timelines and steps in accordance with
Probus Canada Bylaws and existing practices of the Perth Probus Club:
1. The slate of candidates for the Membership Team should be presented at the
monthly General Meeting that occurs immediately prior to the Annual General
Meeting. In our case, that means the June General Meeting. As there will be no face
to face meeting in June due to Covid-19, we have chosen to convey the proposed
slate through the Probian and the website which is available to all members.
2. The practice of the Perth Probus Club is to automatically elevate the current Vice
President to the position of President for the new Club year. It has also been our
Club’s practice to nominate a new Vice President to fill that vacancy.
3. Appointments as Vice-President, President and Past President are considered one
year appointments unless circumstances dictate otherwise.
4. All other Management Team members are considered ongoing appointments and
are included in the slate voted upon at the Annual General Meeting in September.
5. Any further nominations (with the knowledge and acceptance of the nominee) for
the position of Vice President must be received by the current President of the Club
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( bestpresident51@gmail.com ) by August 1st.

6. The finalized slate of Management Team members will be provided to Members in
the Probian and the Club website in August, at least 14 days prior to the Annual
General Meeting.

7. It is intended that the Management Team slate will be presented to the Club
membership for a vote at the Annual General Meeting in September. The Covid –
19 situation will direct how our new Probus year moves forward in September. If
there is no physical meeting scheduled for September then alternatives will be
planned by the Management Team.
Proposed Slate of Members of the Probus Club of Perth Management Team
For 2020-2021
President: Lois-Anne Brebner
Vice President Nominee: Lori Douglas
Past President: Liz Leonard
Secretary: Bill Michie
Treasurer: Graeme Rutledge (alternate Tony Thompson)
Membership Chairperson: Aline McRory
Social/Special Events Committee Chairperson: Mary Kilgour (alternate Gail Read)
Speakers Committee Chairperson: David Farqhuarson (alternate may be any one member
from the Speakers Committee as advised by David)
Probian Editor: Rob Leonard
Webmaster: Colin Stephenson
Presented to the Club by Past President Craig Greenwood on behalf of the Nominating
Committee.
May 25, 2020
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The Perth Probus Club meets at the Royal Canadian Legion Hall, 26 Beckwith Street,
Perth on the first Wednesday of the month, September through June.
President: Liz Leonard (613) 267-9638
Further information on the club and contact details for the other members of the
Management Team can be found at: www.probusperth.ca/board.htm
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Edited by by Rob Leonard probian@probusperth.ca

