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Apropos
St. Patrick’s Day will soon be here, a reminder that the calendar winter is nearly behind us
even though the real thing continues to hold on with a vengeance. Although St. Patrick’s Day
was originally intended to be a celebration of the life of abstemious Patrick of Ireland who
allegedly used the shamrock to illustrate the Holy Trinity, banished snakes from Ireland, and
turned his walking stick into a living tree, it has now devolved into a day of parades and green
beer. Surprisingly, the first record of green beer did not occur in Ireland, but in New York
City in 1914 at the Schnerer Club. Dr. Curtin, a Coroner's physician, presented a group of
revelers there with his contribution for the night, vibrant green beer. Eventually he revealed
that it was made with one drop of Wash Blue, a laundry whitener, in an undisclosed quantity
of beer. Today beer is turned green using blue food colouring, demonstrated to be relatively
safe, though the Center for Science in the Public Interest (CSPI) and other advocacy
organizations have long argued that these and other artificial colorings may be linked to
attention deficit disorder (ADD). So when you raise your glass to St. Patrick, why not make
sure it is golden. I think St. Patrick would approve.
(Apropos reflects the views of the Editor but not necessarily those of the Club.)
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Janet Coward and Rob Rainer recounted a summary of the history of St. Patrick’s Day celebrations
in Perth from 1856 to 1920 and sang selected songs from that period for us, while Mary-Lou
Carroll provided expert accompaniment on the piano. The following is their transcript.
Continued on Page 2
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They led us at breakneck speed, touching on the styles of
celebration and the participants while singing a small
number of the music pieces performed then (Janet found
mention of 259 different pieces for voice or instruments
that were performed for the celebrations during that
period).
The first officially sanctioned and organized Saint
Patrick's Day celebration in Perth was on April 3rd, 1856,
undoubtedly organized by Father John McDonagh, the
Irish-born pastor of Perth, and since 1851 vicar-general of
the Kingston diocese. In consequence of the 17th of March
falling in Holy Week that year, the festival of the Patron
Saint of Ireland was not celebrated until April 3rd, when
“the Catholics of Perth celebrated their favorite
anniversary in a very praiseworthy and creditable
manner”.
An article in the Courier gave a detailed outline of the style
of celebration that would hold for the next 10 years. “First
in order, a procession was formed at the old church, at 10
o’clock, and proceeded to the New Church. From St.
Bridget's Church on Harvey Street across from St. James'
Church to St. John's Church, in bad weather on muddy
streets. Marshals on foot accompanied, wearing on their
breasts very handsome badges. In front marched the
children of the Catholic School numbering about 100, next
followed the Perth St. Patrick’s Brass Band, wearing
beautiful badges presented to them for the occasion, and
in the rear from five to six hundred of the male portion of
the congregation, each with a shamrock conspicuous in his
coat or hat, the national emblem of the Irishman. Grand
High Mass was celebrated by the Very Rev. J. H.
McDonagh; the ceremony was grand and imposing, such
as Catholics only can appreciate. Rev. McDonagh made
an appeal from the pulpit to the congregation to conduct
themselves throughout the day, with order, and sobriety,
'as becoming Christians, Catholics, and Irishmen.' This
good and timely advice proved salutary in its effects, as
not one solitary instance of improper conduct was
observable during the day. After the service the procession
marched back to St. Bridget's, and gave three cheers for
“Old Ireland,” three for “Queen Victoria,” three for the
“Governor General,” three for the “Band,” and three for
the “Very Rev. J. H. McDonagh,” and then dispersed for
their homes. Many an Irish heart was gladdened on this
occasion. Venerable men! with bleached locks, and
bended form, were visible in the procession; young men
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elated with joy at the first, and with hopes that it might not
be the last time they would celebrate their national festival.
That evening seventy gentlemen sat down to a dinner at
Mr. Patrick Dooher's hotel, taking its model, as all such
celebratory dinners did, from regimental banquets. Father
McDonagh occupied the chair and “after the cloth was
removed called on the assembly to fill their glasses and
begin the toasts.” The band played St. Patrick's Day and
there were 17 more toasts, each with its music, two named
songs, one now lost and one from Thomas Moore's famous
Irish Melodies, The Harp That Once In Tara's Halls, sung
by Janet.
The next two years, The Courier described the festivities
only in a general way except, in 1858… “A beautiful
green banner, with the likeness of St. Patrick on one side,
and the Irish Harp on the other, preceded by the Union
Jack, was carried in the procession”. That banner was
discovered in the attic of McMartin House in 1972 and,
now restored, is a treasure of the Perth Museum.
Janet told us that St. Patrick's Days continued in this
decorous fashion through the 1860's.
In 1865, wives and families joined the gentlemen for the
banquet. There were no toasts that year, but Miss Maggie
Nichol was discovered among the audience and Father
McDonagh called her to the platform Of A' The Airts The
Win' Can Blaw which was also sung by Janet. Maggie and
her father were well known singers in Perth fund-raising
concerts and at temperance soirees. As the district coroner,
Dr. James Nichol was only too aware of the effects of
alcohol on the body. The Nichols were Scottish, and that
arrangement of the Robbie Burns song Of A' The Airts
The Win' Can Blaw was composed by Maggie's uncle.
Master E. O'Brien sang the same nostalgic song he had
done the previous year, Steer My Bark To Erin's Isle, sung
by Rob.
North America was seeing increasing emigration from
Ireland. In the United States, free to express their political
beliefs, Irishmen were organizing themselves into the
Fenian brotherhood, dedicated to freeing Ireland from the
English yoke. And freeing Canada. In 1866 the Fenian
threat came to a head. The Perth Volunteers left for
Brockville on March 10. March 17th the usual
procession“was dispensed with.” When the volunteers
returned in May, they were treated to a banquet at which
Daniel Kerr sang an anti-Fenian song, Shout, Shout,
Shout, sung by Rob.
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Daniel Kerr was very much the leading light of the early
St. Patrick's celebrations, always genial, always
outspoken. He started here as a farmer and retired to
Welland after owning a store next door to the Town Hall.
The establishment of the Separate School owes much to
his work as a trustee. About Canada he said, “Thank God
my lot has been cast in so free, prosperous and happy a
country.”
That same year, 1866, Father McDonagh died and The
Courier
reports
that
subsequent
St. Patrick's celebrations were not always so well
organized. The processions dwindled and only 200 people
celebrated in 1869. The dinner that year was oysters and
their concomitants and the entertainment did not start until
11 p. m., when “two little girls played, very neatly, a duet
on the piano.” Maggie, now Mrs. Lester, sang a popular
song by Samuel Lover, I'm Not Myself At All, sung by
Janet. Maggie Lester would go on to own the Perth Bazaar
for many years, where she sold Butterick patterns and
periodicals and all the trimmings needed by Perth's
fashionable ladies.
The procession was dropped in 1870, just as well “for the
day proved rudely boisterous and stormy” and the guest
performers from Kingston and Montreal were stuck in
Brockville.
The Courier ceases to mention the processions, but we do
know that in 1874 Knox Presbyterian resolved to protest
their “great annoyance and disturbance.” Mr. Widdows,
the male teacher at the Separate School that year,
organized a concert by the pupils. He was a good organizer
as there was “no disagreeable waiting for the performance
to unroll itself when the proper time came for the several
parts. Rev. Dr. Chisholm acted as Chairman, and it is
perhaps owing to his opening remarks, in which were
intermingled some sound advice to the boys, that such
order prevailed all the evening.” Janet postulated that this
was also, perhaps due to the admonitions of Miss Erly,
who prepared this chorus Work For The Night Is Coming,
suing in duet by Janet and Rob. Mr. Widdows performed
with the pupils God Save Ireland, sung by Rob with Janet
on the chorus. Mr. Widdows did not organize the 1875
school concert. By August 1875 Mr. Widdows was
serving five months hard labor in Toronto for “a nameless
crime perpetrated on a man named Rogers.”
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Then public events on St. Patrick's Day almost ceased.
There was a Separate School concert in 1879 and nothing
more is mentioned in The Courier until 1884 when the St.
James' Sunday school took it over, and then the St. James'
choir, wearing shamrocks and green ribbons, in 1885.
In 1888 The Courier printed an entire page of St. Patrick's
related trivia, pictures, even the music for St. Patrick's
Day, but not a bit about any local event. “Children Cry for
Castoria” was repeated all around the page. That same
year the St. John's choir brought in Mr. Peter Ryan of
Toronto, to speak on the very relevant subject of “The
Growth of Modern Liberty.” Rob read from that speech:
“In this country we enjoy the utmost freedom consistent
with happiness, thanks to our forefathers—where we can
talk, discuss and agitate without hinderance; but I warn
you beware of those demagogues who would make us a
divided people—who, by their religious bickerings would
set creed against creed. The grand temple of liberty can
only be kept inviolate by keeping safe the principles of
cooperation.” Then Mrs. Conway sang that beautiful
patriotic song, There's A Dear Spot In Ireland, sung by
Rob with Janet on chorus.
1891 brought Mr. Charles Devlin, M. P. for Ottawa
County, who was introduced by a rousing chorus of God
Save Ireland by the Separate School children, trained this
time by the Sisters of Mercy who, spoke of Ireland and its
condition: “There are people and statesmen who would
say that the present system of government in Ireland was
the right one, and that the country was prosperous, or that
if any misery existed it was the people's own fault; but any
government policy under which millions of population
have been lost by emigration or starvation, where the
young and strong are forced to leave the land of their birth
on account of the laws and their working, and where
continuous evictions, cruel and merciless, are a
consequence of those laws, cannot be a good or right
system, while the industry and success of Irishmen in other
countries—as soldiers or statesmen, or as laborers or
business men - proves that if rightly governed at home,
they would be prosperous and contented there. The right
policy for Ireland, as it is in Canada, is self-government,
or Home Rule.” This was followed by the National
Anthem.
Combining school concerts and political speeches led to
complaints about lengthy programs, so in 1895 a
professional comic singer, Harry Rich took the stage with
the children. Not a household name today, but some of us
The Probian

St. Patrick’s . . . . Cont’d
may still recognize the name of his most famous student,
Bea Lilly.
In 1896 vaudeville entertainer Jimmie Fax showed that
Irish girls were doing just fine in the new world, by
performing Arrah, Go On, sung by Janet, and “six young
ladies attending the Collegiate Institute, attired in a neat
uniform dress of white and green, went through the dumbbell exercise in a perfect manner, giving it a good object
lesson in model physical exercise and training.”
After that the comics were replaced by plays or operettas
performed by older students. In 1897 a play, Aunt
Melissey's Money. In 1898 an operetta, The Flower Girl.
When British forces entered Ladysmith in South Africa on
March 1, 1900, “Numerous citizens of other descent than
Irish wore shamrock on their coat-front in honor of the
brave troops from the Emerald Isle who so distinguished
themselves in the Ladysmith relief force, where persistent
bravery could alone bring succor to the long beleaguered
and starving garrison.” The boys in the school show
performed a military drill in uniforms of the four services
with drum and flag, which must have been a relief to them,
because the operettas and cantatas do seem to have an
overload of fairies, and hardly any boys participated. That
audience was still diverse.
In 1903, “Many were present whose religious persuasion
was different to the Board,” but “in good will and
benevolence there is no difference between Irishmen and
Irishmen.” That's the year a branch of the Ancient Order
of Hibernians was established in Perth. This fraternal
organization aided immigrants and promoted Irish culture
by, for example, a campaign against picture postcards
“malignantly caricaturing the Irish.” Perth lawyer Charles
James Foy was a prominent member, rising to provincial
president and a national director. And on a non-political
side, he was an athlete and the official starter for the first
Glen Tay Block race. As Perth's Mayor, he gave the
speech at the school concert in 1905 to “an audience
representative of all the creeds and classes and conditions
of people in Perth and district...He drew a contrast
between the happy Ireland Saint Patrick left at his death
with Erin's condition to-day.” “We have particularly dwelt
upon the effect of the line of government of Ireland. Now,
how are matters to be remedied? I will tell you in two
words, 'Home Rule.' What does Home Rule mean? Just
what we have in Canada. Are the Irish people asking too
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much? Are they asking something which they are 'not
capable of appreciating'? No, a thousand times no.” “It is
said the Irish cannot govern themselves. I point to the
British House of Commons. Taking part in all debates on
all questions are Irish members presenting the only united
political party in the House. The lowering clouds of the
past are seeming to rise and that silver lining of peace and
prosperity would seem to be within the grasp of the green
little isle.”
But Home Rule did not get a vote in the British Parliament
until 1910 and delays were put in the way. Mr. Foy would
acclaim Sinn Fein, in 1919, as “the greatest movement
ever started”.
1907 was the last time a Thomas Moore song was
included, one that had only recently become popular, The
Minstrel Boy, sung by Rob.
There was a treat in 1911. Mrs. Laurie, who catered many
banquets, created a special ice cream for St. Patrick's Day
that was available for three days only.
On March 15th, 1912, forty-three years after they had left
Perth for Brockville, the eleven remaining of the 120
volunteers of the Fenian campaign attended a service in
Knox Church.
In 1914 a men's trio from Lanark provided the show,
performing The Hat My Father Wore Upon St. Patrick's
Day, which was sung by Rob, and It's A Long Way To
Tipperary, sung in duet by Janet and Rob.
By 1915, although the children's concert did have the
obligatory fairies, the war effort was acknowledged. “A
march and song by pupils of the school dressed as soldier
boys was a good number and drew much applause. Four
of the boys represented England, France, Belgium and
Russia, with drawn swords. In front of them in the group
was another quartette, the two central boys being in khaki
and the other two representing Ireland and Scotland. The
navy and the troops from India were represented by boys
standing at attention at the sides.”
On March 24, 1916, among speeches predicting a glorious
future for Ireland, the music was Tin Pan Alley romantic
nostalgia, A Little Bit Of Heaven, sung by Janet. The main
speaker focused on the war effort and Ireland's part in it,
proclaiming “Right nobly and gallantly did Ireland forget
the past, and come to England's side; thereby showing
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Germany and the world that, while there may be some
little trouble between Ireland and Britain, it was only a
family row, and that when it came to a question of justice
for the smaller nations, Great Britain was united.” And on
the 24th of April, the Easter Rising, not at first much
supported by the average Irish citizen but the brutal
retaliation by the authorities changed that.
For the next few years, the St. John's Literary Society
celebrated by putting on Irish plays at the Balderson
Theatre under the direction of May Bell Marks.
Their 65 years ended with 1920, when the St. John's
Literary Society brought in talent from Ottawa. There was
dancing, a sailor's hornpipe and Irish dancing. This is the
first ever mention of Irish dancing and Janet wondered if
it could be related to the shortening of women's skirts. Or
were the girls in Ottawa more “liberated” than Perth Girls?
C. J. Foy was chairman, and a speaker from Brockville
merely went over the familiar story of St. Patrick's life and
work, Ireland as the “Island of Saints and Scholars,” now
in need of justice from the Mother Country. The Columbia
Glee Club sang a piece by the most famous of the Irish
American composers. Chauncy Olcott, born in an upper
New York State slum and died in Monte Carlo, My Wild
Irish Rose, sung by Rob with Janet in chorus.
Janet told us that the most frequently played piece of
music at these banquets and shows, no matter how fiery
the rhetoric, how sweet the wee ones, or how late the hour,
and sometimes it was after midnight, every event ended in
the same way. We were asked to rise and help salute King
George V, who gave royal assent to the Home Rule Act in
December 1920, as Janet and Rod sang God Save the
King.

Personal Profile ~ Ross Preston
Ross Preston was born in Philadelphia in 1939. When he
was 11 his parents decided to build a summer home on the
Big Rideau Lake, just across the lake from what is now
Murphy Point Park. So from age 11 until today Ross has
spent every summer on the Big Rideau Lake.
When he was 15 he became friends with a Perth girl, Judy
Dulmage, whose family cottage was nearby. She was 13
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when they first met.
Ross took Judy to
dances at Rideau Ferry,
when the Rideau Ferry
Inn and Antler Lodge,
long gone now, were
hopping every Saturday
night. They engaged in
letter writing for 8 years
during
the
winter
months and worked at
Merrywood Camp in
the summer during their
college years.
In 1962 they both graduated from university, Judy from
McGill, and Ross from The University of Pennsylvania.
The following fall, Judy was accepted to the graduate
program in social work at Bryn Mawr College, and Ross
was accepted to the PHD program in economics at the
University of Pennsylvania. In 1963 Ross and Judy were
married in St. James the Apostle Church in Perth while
they were still graduate students.
Ross ended up working for IBM at their corporate
headquarters in Armonk, New York, and Judy at New
York Hospital – a private hospital, affiliated with Cornell
University that trained psychiatrists. For his doctoral
thesis Ross required very powerful computers to do
economic analysis, and IBM was the perfect place to gain
access to the most powerful computers in the world.
While at IBM Ross and Judy lived in White Plains, just
North of New York City and their first child, Elisabeth,
was born in 1966. Elizabeth is now a lawyer working for
a multinational and lives in Ottawa with her husband and
two children, Seamus and Devlin.
After two years at IBM Ross and Judy moved to
Bethlehem Pennsylvania and Ross went on to work for the
planning department of Bethlehem Steel Corporation.
Two years later they moved to Radnor Pennsylvania, and
Ross went to work at a “think tank” wholly owned by the
University of Pennsylvania, where he eventually became
its Executive Director. In 1970 their second child Andrew
was born. Andrew is a Harvard PHD graduate in social
anthropology and works for Environment Canada. He
lives in Toronto with his wife and his two children, Eli and
Adelaide, and spends a lot of time up north dealing with
aboriginal issues.
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Ross spent 6 years working at the think tank. By that time
he was one of a hand full of experts in the USA who could
use computers to make detailed economic forecasts – even
back then he knew how to deal with what is called “big
data” today. During that time he also taught at the Wharton
School of the University of Pennsylvania, at the MIT
summer program for business executives, and at
Haverford College.
In 1976 he was offered a position with a Crown
Corporation of the Canadian Government – the Economic
Council of Canada - as Research Director managing their
big econometric model known as CANDIDE or Canadian Disaggregated Inter-Departmental Econometric
Model, – so they moved to Ottawa, within an hour’s drive
of the Big Rideau. Judy got a job at the Queensway
Carleton Hospital and Ross worked in downtown Ottawa.
He spent 18 years at the ECC, working for 5 Prime
Ministers and heavily involved in issues related to the
National Energy Program, the GST, NAFTA, whether
Quebec should be in or out of Canada, what the economic
consequences would be if Quebec left Canada, and APEC
(not OPEC) the organization that has recently brought the
TPP. He also authored key sections of the ECC’s Annual
Review for 18 years running. While director he was only
gaged once, when he produced analytical results that were
opposite to what was in the 1981 budget.

By the time Ross was 58 he had had enough of policy and
research, or policy without research, being a fix it person,
and commuting by air to his job. He retired in the late
summer of 1998. They sold their house in Ottawa and
Ross sold his share in his family summer home to his
brother and sister. They moved to Perth and spent 10 years
restoring Judy’s family home, built in 1831, the stone
cottage located at the corner of Gore and Brock Streets.
They also restored her family cottage, built in 1905 on
Bluff Island, Big Rideau Lake. They just happen to like
old buildings.
They now spend their summers, as always, on the Big
Rideau at their cottage on Bluff Island, located at the
entrance to Nobel Bay. They enjoy visits by their grown
children with their spouses and their four grandchildren:
Seamus now 15, who like Ross is a nerd, builds his own
computer controlled drones, Devlin 14 owns 2 dressage
horses and is a national champion in his class, Eli 13 is
now on an AA hockey team in Toronto, and Adelaide 5 is
just a charming chatterbox. During his retirement Ross
wrote a novel that was published in 2006 – Blind Man’s
Bluff. You can find it on Amazon.ca.
Thank you very much Ross for this review of your very
interesting career and retirement, and welcome to Probus.

Lunch After March Meeting

Nevertheless, the Federal Government eventually phased
out both Candide and the ECC, so in the early 1990s Ross
went to work for Investment Canada as Vice President of
Research and Policy, which was soon rolled into Industry
Canada, where he worked for 4 years as Director General
of Research and Policy. At Industry Canada he was called
into the Deputy Minister’s office one day and informed
that the government of the day did not much like research
so the name of his department was going to be changed to
Policy and Research with the emphasis on policy without
research.

To be held at Slackoni’s Parkside Bistro,
82 Peter Street (in the Best Western).

Soon after that Ross got a call from his thesis adviser, who
was eager for him to return to the Canadian branch of the
think tank he had worked for in Pennsylvania. He wanted
Ross to fix some things that needed fixing. But Ross did
not want to increase the distance to the Rideau and Judy
did not want to move again. So Ross worked 2 days a week
in Ottawa and 3 days a week in Toronto, becoming the
ultimate foot loose guy by commuting by air to his job.

There will be a vote on three proposed motions to amend
the Club’s Bylaws at the April 5th meeting. Those three
motions are, respectively:
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Quote of the Month
Saint Patrick was a gentleman, who through strategy and
stealth, drove all the snakes from Ireland, so let’s drink to
his health! But not too many drinks, lest we lose ourselves
and then forget the good Saint Patrick, and see them
snakes again! ~Author Unknown

Notes from the Management Team

1) MOVED THAT: the last sentence of Bylaw No. 2 Membership, section 2, be amended by striking out
all the words after the word “Bylaws,” so that the
sentence reads “Upon acceptance to the Club, a new
The Probian
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member shall be given a copy of the Club’s
Constitution and Bylaws.”

The intent of the motion is to remove the requirement to
give lapel pins to new members. It was observed some
time ago that few members wear the lapel pins, and that
giving out pins adds to the cost of the Club’s operations.
This amendment also removes the requirement that the
presentation of the Club’s constitution and bylaws be
done by the President. The practice for the last number
of years has been to have the presentation made by the
Membership Director, or by some other member of the
Management Team in the absence of the Membership
Director.
2) MOVED THAT: Bylaw No. 2 - Membership,
section 3, be replaced by the following: “The
annual membership fee will be set by the
Management Committee annually, with
any changes to the fee taking effect as of
the following September 1. Any change in
the membership fee must be approved at a
General Meeting”.
The intent of this amendment is to enable the
Management Committee to propose changes to the
membership fee as the need arises, subject to approval
by the members at a General Meeting. The current
Bylaws require that the fee be changed at the beginning
of the fiscal year (September) and that the fees be voted
on at the Annual General Meeting (also in September).
This would either not allow sufficient notice to the
members of fee changes or require a year’s notice.
The proposed change would require that the
Management Committee give notice of a motion to
change the fees a month in advance of the General
Meeting at which the motion would be voted on. It also
provides that fee changes would take effect as of the
following September 1.
3) MOVED THAT: pursuant to Bylaw 2 (3), an
increase in the annual membership fee
from $20 to $25, as set by the Management
Committee, be approved.
The Management Committee has determined that an increase
in the annual membership fee is required to meet increases in
operating costs and to maintain the Club’s financial position,
and has set membership fee at $25, effective 1 September
2017.
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Pursuant to Bylaw 2(3), an increase in the fees must be
approved at a General Meeting, and would take effect as
of the following September 1. Members joining the
Club after the approval of the increase and before
September 1 would pay a membership fee of
$25 for the balance of the 2016/17 year and for the
2017/18 year, pursuant to Bylaw 2(2).
This motion will only be dealt with if the membership
approve the proposed amendments to Bylaw 2(3)
concerning the setting of the annual membership fee.

March 30- Dinner/Theatre at Studio Theatre- “Wrong
For Each Other” by Norm Foster. Cost of tickets $17.
To date 29 have signed up. Theatre Tickets can be ordered
by calling Mary at 613-264-6244. Dinner at Maximilian’s
at 5 PM, followed by the theatre at 7:30 PM. Order off the
menu. You may attend either event, or both.
April 27 (Thurs) at 1:30 Tour of
Top Shelf Distillers- 14 Warren
Cres. Perth (Industrial Park- Rogers
Rd. down past the Firehall). This is
a basic tour with information and free tasting if you wish.
Please sign up at April Probus meeting.
May 31 – “BOOM” at the 1000
Island Playhouse in Gananoque
To date 42 have signed up with 8
tickets remaining. Please sign up
and pay at April meeting. Tickets
are $28, payable at April 5th or May 3rd meetings. Lunch
reservations at noon at Old English Pub, 124 King St.
Ganonoque. Please let Gail Read know if you wish to
attend either or both (read2read@hotmail.com).
June 7th- Lunch at the Legion following the Probus
meeting is $10. Choice of lasagna and Caesar salad or
The Probian
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wraps and veggies, dessert and tea/coffee. Please sign up
at the April or May meeting.
Sept 30th (Sat) Fall Trip to
Oktoberfest in Ladysmith,
Quebec – Transportation and
Admission- $50. Each. Bus leaves The Factory Parking
Lot on Sunset Blvd at 7:30 AM and returns approximately
at 8:00 PM. Sign up begins at the May 3rd meeting. Check
out www.ladysmithoktoberfest.ca/ for more details.

Speakers Corner

Our speaker on April 5th will be,
Brock Godfrey, volunteer with the
Canadian
Anti-Fraud
Centre
(CAFC) who will speak on the
subject of Fraud Awareness. Brock
has learned a lot about scam and
fraud in his years with the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre
(CAFC). A former employee of the Ontario Ministry of
Education, he joined “PhoneBusters” in 1997 as a
volunteer, and since then his mission has been to bring
awareness of scams, fakes and frauds to seniors, service
groups and businesses across the country.

New Members Welcomed

All members are welcome to attend the Probus Club of
Western Ottawa Spring Fling to be held at the North
Grenville Municipal Centre, 285 County Road 44,
Kemptville.
Free parking is available at the Municipal Centre.
For more information about the event go to
http://www.probuswesternottawa.ca/springfling, where
event details and a location map are available.
If you are interested in attending you must have your
cheque made out to Probus Club of Perth and your
choice of lunch meal at the April 5, 2017 General
Meeting.

Just for Laughs - The local District Judge had given
Aline McRory (Membership Director – far left) and
Richard Thomson (President – far right) welcome new
members Ken McCartney, Mike Komendat, Barbara
Fife, and Bob Jackson at the March 1st meeting.
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the defendant a lecture on the evils of drink. But in view
of the fact that this was the first time the man had been
drunk and incapable, the case was dismissed on payment
of ten shillings costs. "Now don't let me ever see your
face again," said the Justice sternly as the defendant
turned to go. "I'm afraid I can't promise that, sir," said the
released man. "And why not?" Because I'm the barman
at your regular pub!
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