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December Speaker:

Hugh Chatfield will speak on “The Tunnels
of Perth.” Hugh had a long career as a
member of Scientific Staff at Northern
Electric’s R&D Labs in Ottawa, and at
various hi-tech companies and his own
consulting and video firm.
He has, with his wife Mary, operated a retail
store in Perth, and has been fascinated with
Perth History for many years.
He has
produced a number of documentaries,
including “Daniel’s Journal - History
Rewritten” which deals with Perth’s history.
One of his correspondents (a former resident
of Perth) claimed that as a child he had
walked a tunnel winding up on the main
floor of Town Hall. That triggered his
curiosity, and Hugh will reveal the results of
his research to date.

BECOME AN EDITOR
Wanted
A person, or group, to take on the task of
editing “The Probian,” starting not later than
September 2019. No experience necessary,
other than basic word processing.
Some
training can be provided. Perks include a
position on the Management Team. See Bill
Kennedy, or any member of the management
team, for further information.

Bruce Sells: It is with regret that we
announce the passing of Bruce Sells, on
Nov 10, 2018. Bruce joined Probus in 2009.

Coming Events:

Lunch after the December meeting will be at
The Stone Cellar.

Christmas Party : Remember: the

Christmas dance on Dec. 14, at the Civitan
Hall. Appetizers at 5:30 and turkey dinner at
6:45. We have 4 seats left at a cost of $37.50
each. Contact Mary Kilgour for tickets.
Once again we will have a variety of gifts
provided by Club members.
Just bring
wrapped gifts to the party (value of
approximately $10).

Lunch after the Jan. meeting: Lunch

will be at the Legion (lasagne or wraps, $10).
Tickets will be sold at the December
meeting.

Robbie Burns Dinner/Dance January 26. Tickets will go on sale in
December ($30/person).

Feb 2 Hockey Game: We have an

opportunity to join the Retired Teachers for
a hockey game (Ottawa vs Detroit) on the
evening of Feb. 2. Watch this space for more
details.

Ring of Fire: Reserve Wednesday, Sept.

11, 2019 for 1000 Island Playhouse
production of “Ring of Fire.” If you wish to
see “Boom Box” or “Anne of Green Gables”,
contact
Jeremy
Settle
(jeremy@1000islandsplayhouse.com)
or call 613-283-7086, ext. 26.

For more information visit the Club’s website at www.probusperth.ca
The Club meets on the first Wednesday of each month, at 10:00 am (coffee/social time at 9:30),
at the Royal Canadian Legion Hall, 26 Beckwith St., Perth, from Sept. to June.
Visitors from other Probus Clubs and guests of members are welcome to attend.

The

Probian

Did you have a 90th birthday?

Members who will be 90 before Dec. 31,
2018, are eligible to become life members,
which brings free membership. If you had,
or will have, your 90th birthday during 2018,
please contact President Craig, VicePresident Liz Leonard, or Membership
Secretary Aline McRory.

NewMembers:

We now have 197
members, but that number may change as
some members have not paid their 2018/19
membership fees. Members who have not
paid their fees at or before the December
meeting will be struck off the membership
list.
Please welcome the new members who
joined in November:
Mike Davis
Lori Douglas
Rolf Friis
Bob Preskett
Lynn and Remy Poulin
Ethel and Ted Russell
Derk and Wenda Veldman

Book Exchange:
Probians continue to enjoy the book
exchange. You are encouraged to look for an
interesting book (or books) to take home, and
to bring your unwanted books for the table.
Remember: donate a maximum of four
books at a time.
Contacts: President Craig Greenwood
(613-267-4694)
Contact information for other members
of the Management Team can be found
on the Club’s website at
www.probusperth.ca/board.htm .

“Diplomatic Life in Cold War
Moscow and the 1972 Canada-Soviet
Summit Hockey Series.”
Life in Cold War Moscow was brought to life
by Gary Smith, who served in the Canadian
Embassy in Moscow starting in 1971. Gary
reminded us that Russia is a huge country
(two times the size of Canada, covering 11
time zones) with over 185 ethnic groups. It is
subject to the tremendous influence of
history, having suffered numerous invasions.
Its politics reflect a fear of encirclement and
plots.
Working in Russia meant being subjected to
heavy surveillance, including the possibility
that their apartments were bugged. The
Russians sought to entrap foreigners, using
money, sex, Romeo agents, and ideology. At
the same time, the RCMP kept Canadian
nationals under surveillance to identify those
who may have fallen prey to Russian
influence.
The Russians not only kept foreigners under
surveillance. Russian citizens were also
observed, to the point where they were
cautious about speaking to strangers.
The food supply was difficult, but Embassy
staff were fortunate in being able to access
foreign suppliers of groceries, and special
shops that could only be accessed by
foreigners.
Gary showed a series of slides of life in
Moscow, and of Pierre Elliot Trudeau’s visit
to Moscow in 1970. He also told the story of
how he became involved in the arrangements
for the Canada-Russia hockey tournament
and how, because of his Russian language
skills, he was able to be with the teams at all
eight games.
Gary has contributed to “Declassified” (along
with James Bartleman), which has a number
of stories about what Diplomats do. It is
available at “The Book Nook.”
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JEAN HIRST

Jean Hirst was born in 1940 to Canadian
parents resident in Winchester, Virginia.
She remarks on the lifelong cultural and
social influences of being raised in the US
South, in a household having the help of
black “mammy” and her blind 16-year-old
daughter.
The family moved to Arlington DC where
her carefree childhood became a struggle, as
it became apparent that she suffered from
dyslexia, then an unknown entity for which
there was limited help. In grade 6, woodworking and refinishing came to her rescue,
in that she found a talent that provided selfesteem to counter the battles with dyslexia
and it proved a lifelong source of comfort
and pleasure.
A huge culture shock awaited 12-year-old
Jean when the family moved back to Canada.
She corralled all the coping mechanisms
learned in her young life, conquered high
school and then university where she studied

Honouring our Veterans: fourteen

members of our club (above), all former
members of military services, were recognized at
our November meeting.

Her irrepressible spirit and willingness to try
any adventure lead Jean to take her first
nursing job in Dawson City. This proved
rewarding, exciting and packed with new
experiences. While there, Jean met and
married Frank and their first child was born.
Eventually Frank decided to return to Ontario
and Queens University and by then Jean had
added gardening, sewing, cooking and
canning to her box of skills and interests.
They purchased a log barn, which was
disassembled, moved and reassembled on a
piece of land near Mississippi Lake.
Jean then took a diversion into early
childhood education, teaching nursery
school in Carleton Place and Lanark. She
enrolled in the School of Natural Health in
Ottawa and became interested in Astrology,
which she taught for many years.
Today, their home is still the log barn in
which jean has refinished the furniture and is
still involved in restoring an old greenhouse
to become a welcoming lanai.
Profile written by Liz Leonard

