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Probus Club of Perth 
 

December Presentation: 
Mary Dawson was the Conflict of Interest 
and Ethics Commissioner in Ottawa from 
July 9, 2007 to January 8, 2018.  
She administered the Conflict of Interest Act 
for senior public office holders and the 
Conflict of Interest Code for Members of the 
House of Commons.  
Prior to her appointment as Commissioner, 
she had a long and distinguished legal career 
within the Department of Justice, and was 
Associate Deputy Minister from 1988 to 
2005.  
She drafted many important Acts of 
Parliament in the early part of her career and 
then led the Public Law Sector, where she 
provided legal advice to the Government in 
public law matters, including aboriginal 
affairs. She played an important role in 
relation to constitutional matters, including 
the drafting of the patriation package 
(Constitutional Act, 1982).  
Ms. Dawson was made a Queen’s Counsel in 
1978 and was named to the 
Order of Canada in 2007. 

Her presentation will be an overview of the 
Federal Conflicts of Interest and Ethics 
Commissioner Office and the reporting 
requirements as covered by the act.  

Discussion of some of her cases will follow 
and Ms. Dawson will address questions and 
comments. 

Lunch after the December 04th meeting will 
be at  The Stone Cellar, 71 Gore St. E. 
Please sign up when you arrive at the 
meeting.  

Coming events:  

Dec 13 

Probus Christmas Party  

This will again be held at the Civitan Hall. 
Appetizers at 5:30 pm, dinner at 6:30 pm.  

Back by popular demand is Simon Clark for 
your musical enjoyment. There will be no gift 
exchange this year, but there will be plenty 
of prizes to be shared! 

Tickets and seat selection at tables of 8 will 
be available at the December 04th meeting. 
Please sign up as soon as you arrive.      
(Anyone not selecting a table will have the 
opportunity to meet other members, as the 
Social Committee finalizes the seating.)  

Please do not choose a place to sit until you 
have signed up and paid for the party. 
Cost is $37.50 each or $75. a couple. 
 
January 9th                                                                                    

Lunch at the Legion after our meeting.                    

The menu choice is lasagna with Caesar 

salad or wraps with veggies.                                       

Following lunch, you are invited to join 

friends across the road at the Weatherhead 

Brewery at 1:30 p.m. for a social tasting or 

craft beer of your liking.  

Lunch is $10. Order at the Dec. 4th meeting 
as no orders will be taken in January.             
(If you won't be at the Dec. meeting but plan 
to be at the Jan. lunch, please send Mary a 
message with your menu selection.) 
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January 18                                                          
Hockey as the Ottawa Senators host the 
Calgary Flames.                                                       
Get an information sheet from Mary so you 
can contact RTO directly.                              
Tickets are $40 plus an additional $10 if you 
wish to join us on the bus. 

January 25th                                                   
Robbie Burns Dinner Dance at the Legion.     
Drinks at 6, programme at 6.45, dinner at 7.                                          
Tickets at $30 each will be on sale at the 
December 4th meeting.  

February 27th 

Dinner Theatre            
Dinner followed by Studio Theatre’s 
presentation of "Marion Bridge".           
Tickets will be on sale at the January 8th 
meeting, at $22 each. 
 

Wednesday June 17th  

Reserve the date for our annual trip to the 
1000 Island Playhouse.  
50 tickets available for "Back in '59".      

Tickets will be sold in the spring.

Membership: 
 

Club President, Liz Leonard, welcomes new 
members, Nancy and Andrew Chevrier, 
Cheryl Von Hagen and Maureen Newby. 
 
Also welcomed to the club, but missing from 
the photograph due to a problem on the part 
of the editor, was Helene Cooper. 
 

(Remember that you can access the fully 
protected Membership List on the club 
website.)  
 
 

 
November Presentation:  "A Year in Khartoum" 
 

Helga's narration and David's photographs 
brought the Zimmerley's year in Sudan into clear 
perspective for us at the November meeting. 
Their time there was during the second year of 
the reign of Omar al-Bashir, which allowed David 
and Helga to witness the effects of his harsh rule.  
In an effort to help offset the adverse effects of 
the dictatorship, David worked on a 
computerized food distribution system for the 
UN’s World Food Program and Care while Helga 
taught at the American International School. 

  
In addition to their work and the general effort of coming to terms with a different culture, David 
and Helga were able to witness, record and show us such exotic events as Sufi whirling dervishes, 
Filipino cockfights, Nuba wrestling – in the midst of starvation , displacement and civil war. 
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Prince Edward County memories: 
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Photographs by Mary Kilgour and Rob Leonard 
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Reminders. 
 

January 2020 meeting 

As the first Wednesday of the month is January 01st, our meeting will be moved to the following 
Wednesday, January 08th. 
 

Special Event no-shows 

Members who find they cannot attend a Special Event to which they have committed, are asked 
to be sure to advise Mary or Gail. 
 

Also, note that tickets to special events will no longer be provided on a “pay later” basis. 
 
Name badges. 

Please remember to bring your name badge to meetings. 
 
 
 
 
A Thought or two....  
 
Say what you will about the ten commandments, you must always come back to the pleasant fact 
that there are only ten of them. 
 

H. L. Mencken 

 
My definition of an intellectual is someone who can listen to the William Tell Overture without 
thinking of the Lone Ranger.  
 

Billy Connelly 
 

 

Edited by Rob Leonard 

 

 

 
 
 The Perth Probus Club meets at the Royal Canadian Legion Hall, 26 Beckwith Street, 

Perth on the first Wednesday of the month, September through June. 
President: Liz Leonard (613) 267-9638 

Further information on the club and contact details for the other members of the 
Management Team can be found at: www.probusperth.ca/board.htm 


