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October 2020 edition
Probus Club of Perth
A message from the President
Is it possible that we are already into the last Quarter of 2020?
This has certainly been a challenging year but I hope you are staying safe and finding ways to
brighten each day. For me, the summer provided an opportunity to spend time in the garden,
watch the birds flock to the feeder and take time to enjoy the peaceful river view.
And now, amongst the fall colours, the serenity is still here, but something is missing: we should
be back with our friends at our monthly Probus Perth meetings. I’m certainly missing getting
together and I’m sure you are too; missing the fellowship, coffee, and outstanding speakers that
inform, entertain and stimulate us on a regular basis.
So much has been put on hold, but we are fortunate that in spite of COVID 19 challenges, the
management team has found ways to keep the Club connected and provide valuable
information regarding COVID 19 via postings on the Web.

Our Social Committee (Mary and

Gail) have been relentless in their search for ways for us to gather in safe environments. Hats off
to the Team!
I hope you have had a chance to view the latest addition to the Web and read the wonderful
articles that Audrey Cole has submitted. Hopefully Audrey’s initiative will inspire others to share
their stories. Thanks Audrey for this great idea and thanks to Colin for handling the logistics.
I want to give a special thanks to our Past President, Liz, for leading the Team during the early
days of COVID 19 and guiding us through a number of critical issues.

Special thanks also to

Jamie Doolittle, President Probus Canada, who provides valuable guidance at this
unprecedented time.
It is tradition that at the conclusion of the AGM in September, the new President kicks off the
new year by introducing his/herself via a Personal Profile. But this year is anything but
traditional; therefore, I’m making my introduction here in the Probian.
But first, let me say how pleased I am to be serving as your President. I have big shoes to fill,
following two great mentors: Liz Leonard and Craig Greenwood.

But I know the job will be
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leadership role.
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made infinitely easier because of the outstanding management team with whom I share the

Personal Profile
My professional career has spanned over thirty years in the telecommunications industry,
starting, in Ottawa with Bell Northern R&D Labs, transferring to Bell and then a secondment to
Telecom Canada where, working with the various telcos across Canada and AT&T Long Lines, I
gained valuable experience in product development and market research.
A marriage and a Bell transfer to Toronto took my career in a new direction. My appointment as
Manager of Government Relations, although intimidating initially, proved to be a good fit. I
thrived and advanced through a number of senior management positions in government and
public affairs. Upon retirement from Bell, I founded a management consulting business
specializing in government relations, strategic planning, corporate communications and
governance for not-for-profits.
My career with Bell afforded me many wonderful opportunities, i.e.:



Appointed by the Minister of Education to the Ontario Parent Council



Appointed a Director of the Agricultural Leadership Trust, a collaboration
between the University of Guelph and the Ontario Government



A founding Director of the Public Affairs Association of Canada.

In retirement, I enjoyed joining and becoming a director of the Oakville Trafalgar Rotary Club
and Athena Oakville, as well as a member of the corporate cabinet for United Way Oakville.
In 2007 my husband and I relocated from Oakville to Eastern Ontario to be closer to our
daughter and son-in-law. For me, it was something of a homecoming. I was born in Perth and
lived in Perth and area until my teens when my family moved to Ottawa where I completed my
education and entered the workforce.
Settling into our new community of Appleton has been delightful. I joined skating and cycling
groups and eventually found a community choir, the one thing that I had missed since leaving
Oakville. My husband, the golfer in the family, was thrilled to be almost next door to a great
golf club. Something that he continues to enjoy several times a week. And I enjoy joining him
for lunch on the patio, especially this summer.
In 2009 I was appointed a Director of the Opimian Wine Club. Established in 1973, Opimian is

held until 2018 when my term was completed.
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members. In 2014 I was elected the club’s first female President and Board Chair. A position I
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Canada’s largest national wine club, bringing curated wines from around the world to its

During that time I also served as a Trustee of the Carleton Place hospital and was Board Chair
for a two-year term.
I look forward to serving as your President this year and thank you for the opportunity.
Stay safe! Stay well! Stay connected!

Lois-Anne Brebner

Membership report
Our membership remains at the cap of 205, but the waiting list has ballooned to 19.

Social events report
Golfing: Wednesday, September 23rd
14 golfers enjoyed our Probus Golf game at Mapleview Golf Club.
The golfer with the least number of putts was Jeep (Jean) Fortier
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Special thanks to Clive Addy, for organising the event and to Mary Kilgour for taking the photos.

Thursday September 24th
15 enjoyed a Patio Dinner on at Michael’s Table
FYI only: Studio Theatre - Thursday, November 12 at 7:30 pm.
Opening Night of “Educating Rita”
We are not organising Probians for this event. You need to contact the Theatre to reserve a seat
as only 50 seats are available.
Friday, December 11th:
The Christmas Party at the Civitan Club is cancelled.

I thank Gail Read for all of her planning of the recent Fall events.
Mary Kilgour

The Association Game
Your 2020-2021 Management Team members were introduced in the September Probian.
Or were they?
This seemingly straightforward and, dare we say boring, group have actually had some pretty
interesting and hard-to-believe experiences!
Each Management Team member submitted two of these true experiences. See if you can match
the appropriate name to each experience.
Experiences
1.
2.

I lost a one-on-one water fight with an elephant
As President (coach and trainer) of a Minor Football League club for 6 yrs, I revamped
the football program in East Ottawa communities.

3.

I skied the Hahnenkamm downhill, in Kitzbühel, after dark

4.

I have travelled at 100mph on the sea.

5.

I started a weekly lecture series for seniors.

6.

I brought in a sushi grade tuna In PEI

7.

I was once chased through the entire neighbourhood by 4 off-duty police officers.

8.

I played hockey as a teenager.

9.

I had dinner with Prince Edward, the Queen's youngest son.

10. I did Zip lining in Costa Rica

12. I sang for the Queen.
13. I learned to ride a motorcycle on a 650 Norton and subsequently owned a 500 Triumph.
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Paris Airshow, Le Bourget, France.
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11. I delivered an official presentation on Canadian aircraft maintenance standards at the

14. I was a member of the gold medal-winning C-15 crew at the Canadian

Masters Canoe and Kayak Championships.
15. I was fingerprinted for fraud in Peru after having my camera cut from my wrist.
16. When I was in London England, High Commissioner Royce Frith sent a chauffeured

limousine to my hotel to take me to Canada House to visit with him.
17. I still have an IOU for an "arm and leg job" from one of my former students - don't mess

with me!
18. On several occasions I ran from Switzerland through both Germany and France without

crossing any official borders.
19. I spent time in a jail cell in the Savile Row Police Station in London.
20. CHMC hired me to correct their grant issuing system.
21. I graduated public school when I was eleven.
22. I lived in a dacha with non-English speaking Russians and experienced changes in

temperature of almost 90 °C several times each day.
23. I went to school with The Bee Gees and attended their first concert.
24. I completed a "walk alone" excursion in Arizona's Sonoran Desert.

Management Team members

A. Lois-Anne Brebner

G. Aline McRory

B. Lori Douglas

H. Mary Kilgour

C. Liz Leonard

I.

D. Bill Michie

J. David Farquharson

E. Graeme Rutledge

K. Colin Stephenson

F. Tony Thompson

L. Rob Leonard

Gail Read

The actual match-ups will be revealed in the next edition of the Probian.
Editor’s note:
This game was inspired by the May edition of the Probus Islander from the Probus Club of Gananoque.
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In non-Covid times the Perth Probus Club meets at the Royal Canadian Legion Hall, 26
Beckwith Street, Perth on the first Wednesday of the month, September through June.
President: Lois-Anne Brebner president@probusperth.ca
Further information on the club and contact details for the other members of the
Management Team can be found at: www.probusperth.ca/board.htm
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Edited by Rob Leonard probian@probusperth.ca

