The Probian
September 2020 edition
Probus Club of Perth
Welcome to the September 2020 edition of the Probian, which will serve as our AGM.
In these difficult times the Probian serves as our primary conduit to our members and so we
urge you read each issue thoroughly when it arrives “on your desk” in order to remain
connected with Probus Perth. Also, please be sure to keep up to date with our website.

Minutes of the 2019 AGM
The minutes have been posted on the club’s website and have been distributed to the
Management Team. As no corrections were requested by either the membership or the
Committee they are approved. http://probusperth.ca/documents/AGM-Minutes-2019.pdf

President’s report
The Management Committee embarked on the Probus Perth year 2019-2020 full of confidence,
with our club’s position of having a burgeoning membership, a comfortable financial situation
and enthusiasm to greet the year’s usual lineup of great speakers and outings.
We welcomed Lois-Anne Brebner as our new VP and everything ran according to plan for the
first six months.
The arrival of the Covid-19 Pandemic, when we were forced to go into lockdown, was a shock
and disappointment.
I have voiced my thanks and appreciation for the great supportive team we had throughout the
year, but I shall emphasise again how willingly, with good humour and creativity your team rose
to all the challenges which beset us as it became obvious that we would not be able to meet for
a long period. Special thanks go to our Covid team, who worked hard to alert all members to
vital health related resources.

Membership report
The Probus Club of Perth has reached its membership cap of 205. We have 8 members in the
90+ Club and 14 individuals on the waiting list.
Stephanie Smart and Denise Mackie joined our ranks in May of 2020 as 2 vacancies became

added to our waiting list.
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Since then, we have received 6 applications to join Probus Club of Perth and they have been
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available.

.

Social events report
The Perth Probus Social Events Team is looking forward to a gradual return of special events. Of
course, we will be working within the parameters of the Ontario Covid Guidelines and those
extended by Probus Provincial.


We will limit our gatherings to fewer than 100 persons at outdoors events.



We will continue to maintain physical distancing of at least two metres with people from
outside of our households or social circles.



We will wear masks when moving amongst people from outside of our households or
social circles.



We will bring our own hand sanitizer and wipes to ensure cleanliness.



We will sign in at all events as is required for contact searching.

What a wonderful time 26 of us enjoyed on Tuesday, September 8that 12 noon: Lunch at
Scheuermann Vineyard and Winery was delicious. We all felt very safe and pleased to reunite!
Golfing: Wednesday, September 23rd at 10 a.m.: Mapleview Golf Club
The first 16 to sign up get to enjoy our first Probus Golf game in some time. Six spaces are
available at this time! Our thanks go to Clive Addy for planning this social event. To sign up,
please email Gail Read at if you wish to golf. Clive will make up teams.
Patio Dinner- Thursday September 24th at Michael’s Table or Maximilian’s at 5:30 p.m.
Weather is looking good next week so we are trying to squeeze in another patio experience
while we can! Please let us know your preferred choice of restaurant and we will try to
accommodate as many as possible on these two respective patios. We are anticipating a total
capacity of approximately 20 couples and will register folks on a first come, first registered
approach. We will seat people at tables of 2 unless we hear otherwise, as we are working with
household or bubble seating. Masks will be worn when not seated at the table.
Please email your intent to attend any of these September events to Gail Read at
read2read@outlook.com .
Thursday, October 15th at 7:30 p.m.: Welcome to the Rock is CANCELLED
All refunds booked through Ian McDonald have been mailed. Those booked through Wayne
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Ashby and include transportation are expected to be mailed shortly.

Friday, December 11th: Christmas Party at the Civitan Club:
At this point we do not know the parameters for an indoor event based upon Ontario Guidelines
for December. More planning and information will follow but we are currently limited to 50
participants, 2 metre distancing between people from outside of households, no dancing and
the wearing of masks.

Speakers committee report
We are looking forward to the day when we can safely gather together in comradeship.
Looking ahead, the speakers from our cancelled program have assured us that they will
reschedule whenever we start up our meetings again.

Treasurer’s report
As no questions were received relative to either the Statement of Receipts and Disbursements
for the year ending July 31, 2020, or the Treasurer’s Report, the Statement and Report have been
approved.
The Reviewer has completed her work and issued her report, which follows.
With respect to the payment of our annual membership dues, the Management Team has
agreed to defer such payment for the time being, until we are able to hold an in-person
meeting.
We do however have ongoing costs including the following:
Probus Canada - annual assessment and liability insurance

$515

Legion wreath and donation

$255

Postal box rental, postage and printing supplies

$350

Bank charges and supply of cheques

$100

Sanitizing kits (purchased for a event cancelled, reusable

$75

Other (incl. contingency)

$125

TOTAL

$1425
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We will be using our surplus from the 2019/20 year to cover these costs rather than collecting
fees from our members.

Financial Reviewer’s report
I have reviewed the Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements for Probus Perth for the
fiscal year ending July 31, 2020.
My review consisted of test checks of the supporting records and source documents. In my
opinion, the statement presents fairly the current year activities and closing financial position for
the club.
Jocelyn Gordon
August 17, 2020
We are happy to confirm that Jocelyn Gordon has agreed to act as Reviewer for the forthcoming
fiscal year.

Elections of the Management Committee
Craig presented the final slate of candidates for the year 2020-2021 in the August edition of the
Probian. No negative comment had been received by the President by the cut-off date and so
the slate is approved.
We extend a warm welcome to Lori Douglas, our new VP and thank her for accepting the
challenge. We look forward to working with you Lori.

Introduction of the new President by Liz Leonard
I thoroughly enjoyed my tenure as President and was honoured to hold the position. I was sad
when our meetings could not continue, but it is with pleasure and confidence that I pass the
presidency into the more than capable hands of Lois-Anne Brebner.
I am convinced that, as soon as we can achieve it, the comfortable and stimulating Probus Perth
we knew will be revived!
Thank you, Lois-Anne.
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Lois-Anne has chosen to present a self introduction in the next issue of the Probian .

Probus Perth 2020-2021 Management Team

Mary Kilgour
Special Events

Tony Thompson
Alternate Treasurer

Gail Read
Special Events

Bill Michie
Secretary

Aline McRory
Membership

David Farquharson
Speakers
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Graeme Rutledge
Treasurer

Lori Douglas
Vice-President
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Lois-Anne Brebner
President

Colin Stephenson
Web Master

Rob Leonard
Probian Editor

Liz Leonard
Past President

At the point I deem the business of the AGM adjourned.
Liz Leonard

Invitation to join a Zoom Support Programme
We have received an invitation, that was sent to all Ontario District 1 Clubs, to join a "Zoom
Support Program" which is being chaired by Ontario District 4 Director, Martin Capper with Dan
Clements, of the PROBUS Club of Cambridge, serving as the Technical Leader.
As all PROBUS Clubs are autonomous, joining is, of course, strictly voluntary.
Jamie Doolittle is very supportive and excited about this initiative! This Zoom Support Program
is being presented/offered via our 13 PROBUS CANADA Directors to all our 256 active PROBUS
Clubs across Canada.
Our Management Team recognises the merits of joining this Mentorship Programme.
The organizers of this Program understand that no two PROBUS Clubs are the same and they
hope to provide assistance based on each Club's individual needs.
We are hoping to find from among the membership, a person or persons who would be willing
to register to take part in this Zoom Support Programme in order to help the club become able
to take advantage of Zoom.

All related information can be found on the following page.
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have Zoom meetings.
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We are looking for members who would become Technical Host and Co-Host, so that we could
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Jim Sands
Happy 99th Birthday Jim and congratulations from your fellow Probus Perth members!

Paul Lattin
We are saddened to note the September 05th passing of Paul Lattin, a member since 2008.
Our condolences go to Paul’s wife Sheila.
To view the tribute click here

Scheuermann Vineyard and Winery memories
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In non-Covid times the Perth Probus Club meets at the Royal Canadian Legion Hall, 26
Beckwith Street, Perth on the first Wednesday of the month, September through June.
President: Liz Leonard (613) 267-9638
Further information on the club and contact details for the other members of the
Management Team can be found at: www.probusperth.ca/board.htm
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Edited by Rob Leonard probian@probusperth.ca
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